DR. J. RA, 
HORSTMANN 


ATTENDANCE 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND REFORIED CHURCH 


Bismarck Hotel, Chicago, Ill., February 16-18, 1951 


The General Council was called to order by the chairman, 
President James E. Wagner, at 9:50 a.Me 


The devotional service was conäucted by Dr. Wagner, who read 
and commented upon Romans 7:15-8:2 and offered prayer, 


Dr. iagner informed the General Council that Dr. J. H. horstm m: 
had died on February 13. He read the following telegram wnlch he had - 
sent to Mrs, Forstmann; 

"Sympathies of President and General Council of Evangelica!l and 
Reformed Church, Grateful for devoted service of Dr. Horstmann as 
editor of 'Herald' and Associate Editor of 'Messenger.' May God in 
grace and mercy comfort you." 

Dr. ‚lagner reported that he had reauested Rev. Otto Press to 
represent the General Council at the funeral of Dr. Horstmann, 


Secretary Kerschner reported that all the members of the General 
Council were present, but that the Presidents Emeriti, Drs. George 
W. Richaräs and L, le Goebel, had notified him that they could not 
conveniently attend this meeting, 

President Wagner spoke a word of welcome to Dr. Imil N, Krafft, 
who had been elected by the General Council to fill the unexpired 
term of Tiev, Sheldon E, Nackey as a member of the Council, Dr. Kraff" 
expressed appreciation of the General Council!s confidence in him, 

The General Council recognized as advisory members the Adnmin- 
istrative Assistant to the President, Rev, Sheldon E, Mackey, and 
the following official representatives of boards and agencies of the 
Church; Dr. Purd E, Deitz (National Missions), Dr. Dobbs F, Ehlman 
(International Missions), Dr. Franklin I. Sheeder (Christian Educa- 
tion and Publication), Dr. Silas P. Bittner (Pensions and Relief), 
Dr. Robert C. Kienle (Business Management), Dr. Fred C. Schweinfurth 
(Evangelism), Dr. Huber F, Klemme (Christian Social Action), Dr, 
James W. Bright (Stewardship), Dr. Reginald H. Helfferich (World 
Service), Dr. Edward iW. Brueseke (Church and Ministry), Dr, Gerhard 
W. Grauer (Closer Relations with Other Churches), Dr. Carl E, 
Schneider (Historical Committee), Dr. Carl W. Klein, Dr. L.C.T, 
Miller, Rev. Oscar J. Rumpf and Dr. Perry L. Smith (United Promotion) 
Mrs. Guy A. Benchoff and Dr. Florence A. Partridge (Women's Guild), 
Rev, J. Kenneth Kohler (Churchmen!'s Brotherhood), Dr. Theodore C. 
Braun("The Messenger"), Dr. Alexander Toth ("Reformatusok Lapja") 
and, on Thursday only, Rev, Otto Press ("Der Friedensbote"), 

The General Council greeted as guests Mr. Henry Tani, Director 
of Youth Work of the Board of Christian Education and Publication, 
and Mr. william C. iingle, treasurer of the Board of Business Manage- 
ment, 

Among the pastors from the Chicago area who attended one or more 
sessions of the General Council meeting were Rev, Herbert P. Bloesch, 
Dr. Otto A. Muecke, Rev. Harold G. Ott, Rev, Howard F. Boyer and 
Rev, Max G. Schultz. 

Mr. Louie D. Fanselow, formerly treasurer öf the national 
Churchmen*s Brotherhood and now treasurer of North Illinois Synod, 
was present for a time on Thursday and was introduced to the General 
Council by Rev. J. Kenneth Kohler, 


ANEMDN 5 The agenda for the meeting was adopted and hours for the 


nn sessions were fixed, 
LOCAL The First Vice-President, Dr. Robert C. Stanger, welcomed the 


ARRANGEMENTS General Council to Chicago. He announced that ir, Otto Eitel, 
manager of the Bismarck Hotel, had arranged to entertain the General 
Council at dinner that evening and had invited both the Council and 
its advisory members to be his gussts aS a showing of the 3-D motion 
picture,"Cinerama,'" after the äinrner. He also announced that on 
Wednesday evening the entire group would be the guests of the con- 
sistory of 5t. Paul's church and of the pastor, Dr. Gerhard il. 
Grauer, at dinner, following which there would be a brief business 
session of the Council with members and guests of St. Paul!'s church 
as auditors, 

Dr. Wagner thanked Dr. Stanger for the excellent arrangements 
which he had made for this meeting of the General Council, 


MINUTES Secretary Kerschner presented the minutes of the meeting held 
September 15-17, 1953, and called attention to items requiring 
further consideration by the General Council, The General Council 
deferred action upon those regarding which recommendations or reports 
would be made later in the meeting but gave immediate attention to 
the others: 

Mission House development program (p. I, par. 5; p. 19, item 31). 
Dr, "Wagner reported that he had attended a meeting of the Commission 
on Higher Education at which this matter had been discussed with 
President Krueger and other representatives of the Mission House, 

He requested the Secretary to read the following extract from the 
minutes of that meeting: | 

"The overture recently made by the Mission House to the General 
Council and referred by the latter body to the Commission on Higher 
Education for initial consideration was sympathetically heard and 
discussed at length, 

"In the course of this discussion the Commission concurred with 
the representatives of the Mission House that academic accreditation 
is essential to the future life and service of any institution, but 
cautioned that the detailed outline of steps necessary for the 
securing of the same be made by competent experts related to the 
pertinent regional accrediting agency and that the decision to go 
forward toward the attainment of such a goal be predicated upon the 
favorable judzgment of competent fund-raising experts as to the 
potential success of the undertaking, 

"Should these prerequisites be met on the basis of such find- 
ings and should the Mission House thereupon decide to proceed with a 
development program in the course of this triennium, it is the 
Commission's opinion that capital and operating funds may be sought 
by the Mission House without any official approval by the Commission 
so long as approaches are made only to individuals and corporations 
and not to synods or congregations. To do the latter in the course 
of the present triennium, the Commission believes, would be breaking 
faith with General Synod, which at its last meeting appropriated an 
additional sum of ';275,000 annmually for the educational institutions 
of our Church in lieu of any other Church campaign for higher educa- 

tion within the period of the current trienniun, 

"The Commission wishes to reassert its sympathetic interest in 
and concern for the problem which the Mission House currently faces 
and to express its willingness to be of any further service that its 
authority permits,!" 
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Dr. Wagner stated that he believed that the action taken by the 
Commission on Higher Education was acceptable to the president of 
the Mission House, After a discussion the General Council adopted 
the following resolution: E09 

"The General Council expresses its very real concern for and 
interest in the Mission House, In order to secure an adequate basis 
of facts for judgment on the long-range policy the General Council 
appoints a committee of three to engage in this study. Its duties 
shall include, but not be limited to, receiving as information the 
facts set forth in the second paragraph read by the Secretary." 


National Missions (pp. 5-6). Dr. Deitz reported that the Board 
of National Missions was in doubt only as to the implications of the 
responsibilities assigned to it by the General Synod in the area of 
architectural service and planning, At a meeting to be held the 
following week it would formulate for submission to the General 
Council a tentative interpretation of its duties in this field, It 
had already taken measures designed to further the development of a 
strong urban strategy. 


Request of synod president (p. 17, item 11). Dr. Wagner stated 
that at the Synod Presidents! Conference the steps to be taken by a 
synod president in effecting a pastoral change where circumstances 
rendered it Advisable had been discussed in relation to new by-laws 
bearing upon this matter and that the problem had been clarified to 
a considerable degree, He himself had written a letter of explana- 
tion and advice to the synod president who, after encountering 
opposition in his attempt to bring about such a pastoral change, had 
requested the General Council to "outline a strategy" whereby this 
end might be achieved, 


The General Council VOTED to adopt the minutes of the meeting 
held September 15-17, 1953, 


REPORT The Secretary presented as the report of the Administrative 
OF THE Committee the minutes of meetings held on October 6 and December 8, 
ADMINISTRATIVE 1953. The following items were considered: 

COMMITTEE 


October meeting 


Federated church at DeSoto, Mo. (p. 3. Additional reference: 
Ad. Com,, 12 33 Pe 5--Friedens Church). Counselor Mueller 
reported that the merger of Friedens j;vangeiical and Reformed Church 
anä the First Congregational Christian Church of DeSoto to form a 
federated church was at a standstill because the local attorney in 
this case had not yet completed the necessary legal arrangements, 


Rev, Benjamin Jozsa (p. 3). The counselor stated that as yet 
there had been no court decision in the suit instituted for the 
removal of Rev, Benjamin Jozsa as pastor of the Hungarian Church at 
Kalamazoo, Mich, 


(p»_ 3). 
First liagyar Church, Leechburg, P&,7 Dr. Mueller reported that 


the suit filed by this church against the Rev, Sigmund Barta was 
still pending, | | 


Denominational publicity and public relations (p, 7). Dr. Wagner 
informed the General Council that he had asked the presidents of our 
synods to send hin the names of laymen who were qualified by their 
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vocational training and experience to assist in the hroposed study 
of our denominational publicity and public relations, The General 
Council VOTED to refer the matter of a conference on this subject to 
the Committee on Correlation and Promotion, 


Estate of Charles P. Rowe (p. 7). Dr. Mueller stated that the 
point at issue in tnis case was the "interpretation of the testator's 
will, 


parliamentarian for General Synod (p. 7). Dr. Wagner stated 
that from a number of sources there had come a suggestion that the 
moderator and vice-moderator of the General Synod be assisted by an 
authority on parliamentary procedure, The General Souncil VOTED to 
reier the SuggeSstion to the Committee on Constitutional Matters, 


Privilege of call (p. 8). Dr. Wagner advised the General 
Council that a document attached to his report as President furnishec 
biographical data concerning persons to whom the Administrative 
Committee had granted privilege of call, The General Council accord-- 


ingly postponed action in this matter pending the report of the 
Committee on the Reports of the President and the Secretary, 


The General Council VOTED to adopt all other items in the 
minutes of the Administrative Committee meeting held October 6, 1953. 


December meeting 


United Promotion matters (pp. 1-2). Dr. Stanger read the 
renort of tne special committee which had made a study of United 
Promotion matters. The General Council VOTED to adopt the report 
and to refer to the Committee on Correlation and Promotion item L(b), 
which recommended that Rev, Oscar J. Rumpf devote full time to the 
Bureau of Audio-Visual Aids. 


Fall meeting of General Council (p. 6). The General Council 

VOTED to meet next September at Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Bj, 

Church at west Forest Hills, N, E De Deitz reported that the 
Board of National Missions did not favor the proposed merger of the 
Community Church at West Forest Hills, N. Y., with a neighboring 
Congregational Christian Church, but the matter had not bsen decided, 


Huber Memorial Church, Baltimore, Wd,. (p. 7). Dr. Wagner 
stated that he had requested the president of Potomac Synod to keep 
him informed as to developments in this case, The fact that he had 
received no word from the synod president seemed to indicate that 
the situation was quiescent, 


wWinnebago Indian Mission (p. 8). Dr. Deitz advised the General 
Council that the proposed campaign for endowment funds would be 
limited to the normal constituency of the Winnebago Indian Mission. 
The General Council VOTED to approve the campaign, 


Privilege of call (p. 10). Action in this matter was deferred 
pending the report of the Committee on the Reports of the President 
and the Secretary. 
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Anniversary history of our Church (p. 11). The General Council 
VOTED to approve the action of the Administrative Committee post- 
poning publication of this book until the 25th anniversary of the 


Church, 


The General Council VOTED that with the exception of the item 
dealing with privileges of call the minutes of the Administrative 
Committee meeting held December 8, 1953, be adopted, 


APPOINTMENT | Dr. Stanger assumed the chairmanship of the meeting and 

OF appointed Dr. Herbster, Mrs, Corman and Ir, Bond as the Committee 
COMMITTEE on the Reports of the President and the Secretary. 

REPORT President Wagner read his report. (Copy attached) It was 

OF THE received and referred to the Committee on the Reports of the Presi- 
PRESIDENT dent and the Secretary. 

MESSAGE Dr. Wagner resumed charge of the meeting and read the following 
OF greeting from the Director and Associate Director of Church World 


APPRECIATION Service: 

"The continuing generous support of your Church, through its 
Commission on World Service, toward programs of relief, mercy, 
resettlement and inter-Church aid encourages us in the responsibili- 
ties Church World Service and the World Council of Churches under- 
take as agents of the Churches, Please accept this greeting to your 
Ceneral Council in session as expressing our appreciation and thanks, 
wWynn C. Fairfield, wWayland Zwayer." 


UNION Dr. Wagner reported on the joint meeting of the Administrative 
wITH THE Committee and the Congregational Christian Advisory Committee which 
CONGREGATIONAL had been held at Cleveland on February 9. (Copy of the mimtes 
CHRISTIAN attached) He explained that the joint meeting of the Evangelical 
CHURCHES and Reformed General Council and the Congregational Christian 


Advisory Committee which had been scheduled for February 19 had been 
postponed until April 26 because neither group would be prepared for 
it on the earlier date, At the meeting in April the chairman of the 
Congregational Christian Committee on Free Church Polity and Unity 
would present some of the findings of his committee although its 
report would not be completed until later. He had already indicated 
that the committee was thinking in terms of a covenant relationship 
or a loose federation rather than an organic union of the two denomi- 
nations, 

Dr. Wagner emphasized the point that in addition to the Basis of 
Union and the Interpretations certain statements appearing in the 
court record of the Cadman-Kenyon law suit must be taken into con« 
sideration in drafting a constitution for the United Church of 
Christ, These virtually constituted a third document which had never 
been approved by our synods. By way of illustration Dr. Mueller 
read portions of the defense offered by the Gongregational Christian 
General Council in the course of the trial, It was there implied 
that the proposed union would include only our General Synod and the 
Congregational Christian General Council. Dr, Herbster read a 
passage from the most recent court decision which lent support to 
this implication, 

A discussion took place. The General Council recognized that 
negotiations looking toward a union of the two denominations could 
not be resumed at the noint where they had been terminated by the 
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injunction of the Brooklyn court, and that aıch a union could be 
consummated only aftera prolonged delay during which the ongoing 
work of our Church would be seriously hampered. At the same time 
the Council was keenly aware of the ecumenicai spirit of our Church 
and of the fact that the Church had taken official action to enter 
into an organic union with the Congregational Christian Churches, 
Believing that the present situation called for a definite 
statement of the Evangelical and Reformed policy in regard to the 
proposed union, the General Council VOTED that a special committee 
be appointed to draft such a statement and that consideration of 
the committee's report be made the order of the day for Thursday 
morning from eight until nine o'clock,. Dr. Wagner appointed 
Dr. Rest, Dr. Mueller, Dr. Limbert and lir. Bond as the committes. 


Secretary Kerschner read his report, (Copy attached) The 
report was received and referred to the Committee on the Reports 
of the President and the Secretary. 


Treasurer Keck presented his report. (Copy attached) He callec 
attention to the fact that in the year 1953 the receipts on the 
apportionment totaled &#2,766,226.08 (92% of the $3,000,000 goal) 
and exceeded by 890,369.06 the amount received in 1952. The 
receipts for World Service totaled ';596,170.73 (119% of the &500,000 
goal) and exceeded by $1011,027.09 the amount received in 1952, 

The report of the Treasurer was received and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 


Legacy. Counselor Mueller recommended that a bequest of $500 
from a woman in Rochester, I. Y., be turned over to Salem Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church in Rochester and that the General Council 
cooperate with Salem Church in disposing of this legacy in a manner 
consistent with the wishes of the testator. The General Council 
VOTED to adopt the recommendation of the counselor, 


Interpretation of By-Law 15. This by-law provides that if the 
property of a dissolved congregation is sold by the synod, the synod 
"shall be empowered to make final decision in the use of" the 
proceeds from the sale. Dr. Mueller reported that one of the synods 
had asked him if the passage quoted implied that the synod might use 
the money in any way it chose, and that he had replied that the 
context of this passage indicated that the funds must be used for a 
purpose relating to National Missions work in the synod. 


Revised edition of the Constitution and By-Laws. Dr. Mueller 
reported thata limited edition of the By-Laws, renumbered and edited 
in accord with actions taken by the General Synod, would be issued 
for use at the spring meetings of the synods, The complete, revised 
edition of the Constitution and By-Laws would be published after 
the General Council at its fall meeting had been advised by the 
Secretary if any or all of the three constitutional amendments voted 
upon by the synods this spring had been approved by two-thirds of the 
synods and might therefore be declared adonted and in effect, 


The report of the Commission on Church and Ministry was read 
by the chairman, Dr, Edward iW. Brueseke, (Copy attached) The 
General Council VOTED to receive the report. 
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Dr. Mueller, chairman of the committee which had been appointed 
to prepare an analysis and an evaluation of the office of Adminis- 
trative Assistant to the President, stated that it had been con- 
sidered advisable for the committee to defer making its study until 
a larger accumulation of experiential data was available to it, He 
gave assurance that the committee would have a report in readiness 
for the fall meeting of the General Council, 


On behalf of the Board of Pensions and Relief Dr, Bittner 
presented the following report: 


Lay workers! Prior Service Fund. The Lay Workers! Prior Service 
Plan has had two withdrawals during the year, 1liss Dorothy Hale 
received #&391.50 and Miss Frieda Zahn received 8205,00, representing 
50% of the amount placed to their credit in the Plan by the General 
Council, 

Interest at the rate of 3% has been credited the account and the 
reserves are now $32,1135.25. 


Chaplains! pensions. Treasurer Keck has made payment of 
#2,280,.00 to be credited as 8% payments on base salary of #2,000.00 
for 17 chaplains in the Ministers! Retirement Annuity Fund for the 
year 1953, 


Pensions of seminary teachers, At the Theological Seminary 
at Lancaster the older members of the Zaculty will be provided for 
to their satisfaction by the seminary. The two youngest, Rev, 
Robert V. Moss, Jr., and Dr. Alfred C, Bartholonmew, have become 
members of the Ministers! Retirement Annuity Fund, with the seminary 
making the 8% payments. New members of the teaching staff will 
automatically be enrolled in the Fund, 

Progress has been made in the matter of pensions for the 
faculty of the Mission House Seminary. 


Insurance payments, During the past year 28 insurance payments 
were made to widows of ministers, Three were $1,000 payments, six 
were $500 payments and 19 were $100 payments. There has been a 
surplus each year since 1950, and the actuary of the Board of 
Pensions and Relief has suggested that the $100 payments be raised 
to 8200, 


The General Council VOTED that the benefit payable to the 
widow of a member of any of the three Pension Funds who died after 
reaching age 65 should be increased from 5100 to 8200, It then 
VOTED to receive the report of the Board of Pensions and Relief. 


Dr. Schweinfurth advised the General Council that on January 
12 and 13 the Commission on Evangelism had met with other agencies. 
of the Church to consider ways anü means of implementing the General 
synod!'s Girective that "Daily Talks with God" be published in a 
simple and attractive format in addition to the one now in use, 
He distributed copies of the findings of the conference, (Copy 
attached) 


Dr, Klemme stated that the Commission on Christian Social 
Action, in cooperation with the Comissions on Evangelism and 
Stewardship, was making arrangements for a Conference on Christian 
Commitment and Christian Community; in cooperation with the 
Churchmen!'s Brotherhood it was planning a Conference on the Christian 
and His Daily work, It was preparing to publish and make available 
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to pastors a compilation of actions taken by the General Synod in 

the area of social action, In implementation of an overture referred 
to it by the General Synod it had appointed a special committee 
headed by Rev, Robert D. Brodt to study the matter of introducing 
religious education into public schools, 


CHRISTIAN Dr. Sheeder called attention to recent publications of the 
EDUCATION Christian Education Press which had been widely distributed in our 
AND Church and also in other denominations, He announced that the 


PUBLICATION Unified Protestant Sunday School Curriculum for the use of armed 
services personnel and their families would be ready in the fall; 
in the preparation of this series the Board of Christian Education 
and Publication had cooperated with the corresponding units of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the Congregational Christian 
Churches, He reported that the Board of Christian Education and 
Publication had voted. to set up an advisory committee of all the 
agencies of our Church which would be concerned in setting up the 
Voluntary Service Training Program, He then introduced the Director 
of Youth Work, Mr. Henry Tani, who spoke briefly cn the work of his 


department, 
WOMEN! S The new president of the Women's Guild, Mrs. Benchoff, spoke 
GUILD in high praise of the recent Quadrennial Convention which had been 


organized by her predecessor, irs. Corman, and stated that the new 
board of directors and the new departmental chairmen were becoming 
oriented to their responsibilities and were making plans for the 
future work of the Guild, She reported that the Guild was making 
progress in every department of its activities, with the result 

that women were playing an ever larger part in the life of the Church 


The General Council recessed at 11:55 p.m., to reconvene on 
Wednesday evening in St, Paul!s Church, 


Wednesday, February 17 


REPORT As part of the program at St, Paul's Church an address on 

OF THE World Service was made by Dr. Helfferich, (The official report 
COMMISSION of the Commission on ilorld Service is attached to these minutes.) 
ON At the conclusion of his address Dr. Helfferich presented two items 


WORLD SERVICE of business for action by the General Council: 


Co-sponsorship of project. The General Council VOTED to 
authorize the Commission on World Service to cooperate with Church 
wWorlä Service and interested individuals in sponsoring a project 
to bring refugees from overseas into the United States, 


National Defense Services Committee, The Council VOTED to 
dismiss with heartiest thanks the National Defense Services Committee. 


The General Council devoted a few mimites to the consideration 


of the report of the Committee on the Reports of the President and 
the Secretary, It then recessed until Thursday morning, 
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Thursday, February 18 


The General Council convened at 5 a.m. Prayar was offered 
by Dr. Bright. 


President Wagner read telegrams which he had received from 
President Emeritus Goebel and Dr. Horton, He then called for the 
report of the special committee which had been appointed to prepare 
a statement setting forth the policy of our Church with respect to 
the proposed union with tie Congregational Christian Churches. 

Dr. Rest read the statement drafted by the committese, Suggestions 
for amending it were offered and it was then referred back to the 
committee for revision and resubmission to the General Council 
immediately following the noon recess, Dr. Grauer, chairman of the 
Committee on Closer Relations with Other Churches, was requested to 
assist the special committee, 


The report of the Theological Committee was read by Secretary 
Kerschner, (Copy attached) The General Council VOTED to receive 
it with favor and recommit it to the committee for further consider- 
ation, | | 


Dr. Kerschner read the minutes of the first meeting held by 
the Committee on Liturgics after its membership had been completed, 
(Copy attached) The General Council VOTED to receive the minutes 
as the report of the committee, 


The report of the Historical Committee was read by the chairman, 
Dr. Carl E. Schneider. (Copy attached) The items were acted upon 
as follows: 


Item 1 (Anniversary History of the Church), The Historical 
Committee was directed to confer from time to time with the Com- 


mittee on Publication regarding technical details of printing and 


publishing the anniversary history of our Church, 


Item 2 (Historical Society). The Historical Committee was 
authorized to explore further the matter of expanding the membership 
and scope of the Historical Society to include the entire Church and 
of integrating the Society into the structure of the Church, 


Item 3 (Twentieth Anniversary of the Church), 
referred to the Administrative Committee, 


This item was 


Item lı (Historical Chart). The matter of a revised edition of 
this chart was referred back to the Historical Committee with 
instruction to confer with the Committee on Publication, which shall 
have discretionary power. 


Item 5 (History of the Evangelical Synod). This matter was 
referred to the Administrative Committee. 


Item € (Budget). The Historical Committee was authorized to 
determine the allocations to the historical depositories, keeping 
in mind the fact that all other expenses must come from its budget 
allotment, | 


Item 7 (Changed status). This item was referred to the 


Administrative Committee, 
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The General Council VOTED to refer to the Administrative Com- 
mittee the matter of exploring the possibility of some special 
contact between our people in the Chicago area who would be attending 
the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches and the 
representatives of the Lvangelical Church overseas,. In response to 
a question it was stated that the latter group would include the 
Hungarian representatives. 


Dr. Stanger, chairman of the Twentieth Anniversary Committee, 
stated that the committee!'s report would appear in the Blue Book 
for the Synods. He presented a verbal summary of the report, and 
the General Council VOTED that it be adopted, 


Dr. Grauer stated that recent developments in regard to the 
proposed union with the Congregational Christian Churches had 
rendered the mimeographed report of his committee out of date. In 
place of that report he gave assurance that the committee was fully 
constituted and was giving attention to matters within its purview. 


Drs. Keck and Deitz reported that progress had been made in 
liquidating the !"'R" Church Building Fund, the assets at present 
totalinz 8131,015.78 and the liabilities $197,899.0l,. (Financial 
statement attached) 


COMMITTEE OF THE Dr. Keck reported that the Continuation Committee was keeping 
EVANGELICAL SYNOD on with its work of collecting lezacjes and paying interest on 
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annuities, 


The report of the Committee on the Reports of the President and 
the Secretary was read by Dr. Herbster, 

Items 1h, 15 and 16 were referred to the Theological Committee, 

Items 4, 10, 11, 13, 22, 23, 2lı and 33 were adopted after amend- 
ment, 

Substitutes were adopted in place of items 18, 19, 27, 28 and 29, 

Action on item 21 was deferred penäing the report of the Com- 
mittee on Finance and Budget. The adontion of item 19 in the report 
of that committee automatically deleted item 21 from the report of 
the Committee on the Reports of the President and the Secretary, 

The remaining items were adopted without change. Item 32 
(renumbered 31) was considered in executive session and was adopted 
with the understanding that both the anpointment and the salary of 
Rev. Laverne R. Dauderman were approved by the General Council but 
that the Committee on Tinance and Budget would be infornmed of a 
recommended increase in the salary. | 

The future use of item 3 was left to the discretion of the 
President. Dr. Wagner was requssted to convey the congratulations 
of the General Council to the authors named in item dB. In implemen- 
tation of item 31 (renumbered 30) he was requested to send greetings 
and flowers in the name of the General Council to Dr. Richards and 
Dr. Goebel, 


The report in its final form is as follows: 


l, The General Council wishes to express its hearty appreciation 
to Dr. James E. Wagner, President of the Church, for the way he has 
devoted himself to the heavy resnonsibilities that came upon him with 
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the beginning of his term of office, It is encouraging to know that 
the leadership in the work of the Church so splendidly set forward 
by Dr. L. W. Goebel has now fallen into such capable and dedicated 
hands. we reiterate our determination to pray for and uphold the 
President in all his arduous tasks, We are grateful that the Church 
nas at long last provided help for the President and that Rev. 
Sheldon E. Mackey has begun his work as Administrative Assistant. 
The Generali Council welcomes ir. Mackey in this new relationship. 


2. The General Council while in session received word of the 
death of Dr. J. H. Horstmann. Few men have made a greater contribu- 
tion to the work of the Church in all its areas than Dr. Horstmann, 
His dedication, his humility and his great heart will ever inspire 
us all to greater consecration, The Secretary of the Church is 
instructed to convey to Dr. Horstmann's family an expression of the 
high regard in which Dr. Horstmann was held by us all and to assure 
them of our sympathy. ile rejoice in the triumph of our brother, 


3. The General Council reiterates the resolution adonted at its 
meeting in Evansville, Indiana, September 15-17, 1953. That resolu- 
tion reads; 

"The General Council sees no common ground between Christianity 
and Communism, The General Council believes that the two ways of 
life are opposed and irreconcilable, However, our opposition to 
Communism does not blind us to a tendency that is prevalent in 
American life today and to which we are unalterably opposed. That 
tendency labels anyone a Communist or fellow traveler who is at all 
critical of the status quo in American life, Part of the responsi- 
bility that naturally falls upon the Church is to stand in judgment 
upon the paganism and materialism that tend to express themselves 
in many areas of our life, ilhen the Church ceases to be critical, 
the Church loses her birthright." 

To this statement should be added that the General Council is 
also concerned about the danger of a creeping fascism which often 
comes upon nations unaware, Such trends as trials by uninformed 
public opinion, accusations by hearsay, guilt by association, and 
impugning of motives are serious dangers to the freedom which we 
cherish, The General Council believes in fairness and justice as 
being a part of both Christianity and the democratic way of life, 

We note withappreciation that other Churches are supporting this 
same position, The Presbyterian Church in the U,S.A., through its 
General Council, has issued a statement "concerning the present 
situation in our country and in our world.!' There has been a 
pastoral letter issued by the Tpiscopal House of Bishops as well as 
a statement by the Council of Bishops of the WMethodist Church. le 
Join with our fellow Christians in dedicating ourselves to our 
Christian faith and our opposition to any threats from either the 
"right! or the "left," 


lı. The General Council commits to the Commission on Church and 
Ministry, the Women's Guild, the Churchmen!s Brotherhood and other 
interested agencies of the Church the task of opening channels by 
which the findings of the Second Assembly of the jlorld Council of 
Churches, the Third Assembly of the National Council of Churches and 
the General Council of the Alliance of Reformed Churches Throughout 
the world Holding the Presbyterian System shall be made available to 
the congregations,. 
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5, While recognizing some advantage in the proposal that the 
nucleus of our delesations to ecumenical assenolies shall be our 
Committee on Closer Relations with Other Churches, the General 
Council believes that it would not necessarily follow that the 
viewpoint, training, skills and temperament required of persons 
serving on the Committee on Closer itelations with Other Churches 
would serve as the best background for all our delegations to 
ecumenical bodies,. The General Council believes that the manner in 
which the delegations have been constituted during the present 
triennrium will serve the best interests of the Church, and suggests 
that a recommendation be sent to the next General Synod that this 
procedure be adopted as a regular practice, 


6. The General Council is encouraged by the continued growth 
of our denomination both in membership and in the grace of giving, 
With even greater emphasis than in the past we call congregations! 
attention to the goal of 20,000 net gain in membership in tnis 
twentieth anniversary year, 


7. The General Council joins with President Wagner in noting a 
cortinued growing participation of lay men and women in the work of 
our Church, We congratulate the Women's Guild and the Churchmen!s 
Brotherhood for the part they have played in this advance. 


8. The General Council notes with deep appreciation the recent 
publications produced by our ministers, The General Gouncil believes 
that our Church has a great contribution to make in this field. We 
congratulate Drs. Reinhold Niebuhr, Roger L. Shinn and John P, 
Dillenberger, Revs, Paul E. Irion, Harold H, wilke and Friedrich O. 
Rest, Drs. Huber F, Klemme, Alfred N, Sayres and Robert C. Stanger, 


9. The General Council urges the synods of the Church to take 
action at tiieir meetings this spring looking toward the election of 
full-time synod presidents, ilhere this is not possible, we encourage 
two or more synods to elect an area president, The General Council 
believes that greater progress will be made by our Church if the 
administrative leaders of our synods are given sufficient time to 
carry on their work, The General Council charges the denominational 
representatives to encourage synods to take the action suggested 
above, 


10. (A) The General Council suggests that the following procedure 
be followed in preparing the way Tor full-time presidents of synods: 
1, Vote of synod authorizing full-time presidency. 
2. Report ofÜ said vote to President of Church. 

3. Make application to President of Church for 
financial subsicy. This anplication should 
include: 

a, Request for basic anmual subsidy of $2500.00. 

b, Itsmized statement of estimated annual budget 
(not to exceed-512,600,00). 

c. Report of conmunicant menbership of synod for 
last full year for which statistics are 
available, | 

d, Request {if necessary) for additional subsidy 
toward budget in amount not provided by a 
50€ synodical apportionment for this purpose. 
(Additional General Synod subsidy to apply 
only to a maximum budget of 512,000,00.) 

e. Statement of date when full-time presidency 
would begin to function, 
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(B) In cases where two or more synods wish to be constituted 
into an area, application shall be made to the President of the 
Church for »aoproval of the proposed area by the General Council, 
acting for the General Synod. Application shall be made at the same 
time for support of the area presidency and shall include the facts 
requested in a, b, c, d, and e of section A-3. 


11, The General Council authorizes the President of the Church 
to appoint a committee of three to prepare a job analysis of the 
duties and responsibilities of a full-time synod president or an 
area president 


12. The General Council, acting for the General Synod, approves 
the request of California and Pacific-Northwest Synods and 
constitutes these two synods as the ilest Coast Area. The General 
Council approves the budget request for support, 


13. The General Council expresses its approval of the suggestion 
that the Administrative Committee call a conference of the synodical 
councils of contiguous synods to discuss the possibility of the 
establishment of areas in those sections of the Church and/or the 
possible realignment of boundaries between the synods, 


114. The General Council gives its endorsement to the following 
statement concerning the granting of temporary licenses: | 
"A temporary license should be granted to a student supply 

pastor only in the most exceptional instances, To grant temporary 
licenses too freely and too frequently tends to detract from the 
significance of ordination, when at last the student reaches the 
point where this final solemn rite of his reception into the ministry 
is performed. A student can serve as temporary supply of a charge 
which can not be otherwise supplied, preaching the gospel, conducting 
services, and doing the ordinary forms.of pastoral work, without 
having a temporary license, When the sacraments or rites of the 
Church need to be performed, the student supply can request the 
assistance of a seminary professor or other regularly ordained 
minister located nearby, By sucha procedure the student can enjoy 
additional advantage through the guidance and example of the older 
ordained man, while he can continue to look forward to the day when 
his own status as an ordained minister will qualify him to perform 
those acts himself. When, in exceptional cases, a student supply is 
serving a charge so far from another pastoral charge in our denom- 
ination as to mke this arrangement impracticable, our synod presi- 
dents and the President of the Church will look with understanding 
upon an application for temporary license," 


15. The General Council endorses the following statement as the 
right procedure in 'connection with seminary graduates who wish to 
proceed immediately with graduate study: 

"Leminary graduates wishing to pursue {[urther rraduate study 
and serve pastorates in parishes not of our denomination should 
qualify for licensure, and the President of the Church will then 
grant them a temporary license, year by year, until their graduate 
studies are concluded," 


16. The General Council approves the following statement con- 
cerning multiple ministerial standing: 

"All of us are reluctant to draw lines too rigidly. However, 
the General Council believes that it should not encourage the 
practice of clergy maintaining ministerial standing in two or more 
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denominations. It is the feeling of the Council that if a man comes 
into our ministry he oucht to enter into the fullest and most 
undiluted relationship with our communion when he begins to serve 

in it, and that by the same tcken irhen a man ırho has been in our 
ministry enters service of any sort in another denomination he ought 
to transfer his ministerial standing to that denomination, If and 
when the time comes that a man who has lsft us honorably wishes to 
re-enter our ministry either in the pastorate or in some specialized 
service, he can feel assured that there will be no difficulty in 
arranging for the resumption of his ministerial status with us." 


17. The General Council refers to the Commission on Church and 
Ministry the study of the procedure to be followed when applications 
for privilege of call are received from ministers residing in foreign 
countries, 


18, The General Council expresses surprise that Mr. Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., should lend his support to the program known as the 
tyooden Church Crusade." The need for this type of program was 
filled by 1918. All people along the western side of the Iron 
Curtain are supplied with permanent houses of worship. They are 
gathered into congregations and have pastors and lay workers, Added 
church buildings would be superfluous, and a temporary wooden build- 
ing--without a congregation and without a pastor, and in a place 
where there is no need--would be a bad witness to our brethren on the 
other side of the Iron Curtain, 

The General Council urges Mr. Fulton Lewis, Jr., to lend 
his rich, sympathetic spirit and powerful influence to some aspect 
of the regular program of the World Council of Churches Department 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees in order to strengthen 
our positive influence upon Iron Curtain peoples, 


19. The General Council requests the President to revise 
carefully the sugsgested list of those to whom "Memo," the bi-monthly 
newsletter of the \jashington Office of the National Council, shall be 
sent, in order that no one who should receive this publication be 
omitted. The General Council authorizes the Committee on Finance 
and Budget to make the proper arrangements for financing the sub- 
scriptions not provided by our contribution to the National Council, 


20. The General Council approves the President'!'s list of those 
to whom the "Ecumenical Review" is to be sent, 


21, The General Council authorizes the Administrative Assistant 
to the President to request the chairmen and executives of the Board 
of National Missions, the Board of International Missions, the 
Commission on World Service and the Commission on Church and Ministry 
to work out with him a plan of cooperation and division of work so 
that there will be no overlapping or duplication in the approach 
made to human need by these agencies, 


22. The General Council refers to the Commission on Church and 
Ministry the question raised by the Board of Christian Education and 
Publication concerning the legacy for the purpose of aiding worthy 
students who are preparing to enter the ministry, 
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23. (a) The General Council approves the following statement 
concerning the ordination status of Dr. Friedrich Herzog: 

"The General Council is willing to accept the affirmation of 
assent to the doctrinal standards of the Evangelical and Neformed 
Church made by Dr. Friedrich Herzog before Dakota Synod in session 
July 23, 1953; and to recognize this his act and the act of Dakota 
Synod in accepting his affirmation of assent, these acts together, 
as affording substantial and sufficient grounds for recognizing the 
ordination status of Dr, Friedrich Herzog in the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church as of the same July 23, 1953." 


(b) The General Council approves the call of the Mission 
House Seminary to Dr, Friedrich Herzog to become Professor of 
Systematic Theology. This approval is subject to confirmation by 
the General Synod. 


21. The General Council expresses appreciation to the educa- 
tional institutions of the Church for the plans which they have made 
to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the Church around October 


17, 195h. 


25, The General Council encourages the Secretary of the Church, 
the Administrative Assistant to the President, and the General 
Secretary of the Board of National HMissions to work out Some agree- 
able manner in which congregations under the care of the Board of 
National Missions can be identified in the Year Book, 


26, The General Council refers to the Board of Business Manage- 
ment with discretionary power the matter of disposing of the remain- 
ing copies of "Ministers of the German Reformed Congregations in 
Pennsylvania and Other Colonies in the Zighteenth Century!'' by the 
late Rev, William J. Hinke, D.D., Ph.D. 


27. The General Council strongly favors a suggestion of the 
New York office of the \lorld Council of Churches that on Sunday, 
August 15, the Christian congregations of this country unite in a 
nation-wide observance of the opening of the Second Assembly of the 
lorld Council. The General Council refers the implementation of 
this effort to the Commission on Church and Ministry. In response 
to a question raised by the World Council office, the General Couneil 
is not in favor of askinz our congrerations for a special offering 
on that Sunday but believes that the matter should be optional with 
our pastors and congregations, | 


28. The General Council refers to the Administrative Assistant 
and the liaison committee named in item 21 the whole matter of 
contact of local congresations with men and women in service, 

w 

29, The General Council requests the Commission on Church and 
Ministry and the synodical committees on Church and Ministry to give 
attention to the way of securing a proper and accurate count of the 
membership of our congregations, 


30. On April 2€, Dr. George W. Richards will be eighty-five 
years of age, and on June 8 Dr. L. W. Goebel will be seventy years 
of age. The General Council thanks God for the labors of both of 
these men and for their continued participation in our work and 
fellowship,. 
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31.(a) The General Council approves the following appointments 

and salaries: 

Board of International Missions: Rev. Laverne R. Dauderman 
as Treasurer, and to continue as Assistant Secretary. Salary, 51,200; 
rental allowance, 5900. 

Board of Christian Education and Publication: Mr. Carl A. 
Bade as Assistant Director of the Voluntary Service Training Program, 
beginning June 1, 195. Salary, $3,600. 

Commission on World Service: Dr. Reginald H. Helfferich as 
Executive Secretary. Salary, 6,000; rental allowance, ‘;1,200. 


(b) The General Council approves the election of the 

following members of boards and commissions of the Church: 
Board of International Missions: Dr. William R. Shaffer, for 

a six-year term; Charles Theodore Bonos, Jr., Esq., to fill the 
unexpired term (three years) of Paul H. Schulz, Esq., who resigned, 

Board of Business Management: Dr. Henry I. Stahr and Rev. 
Emil H. Bassler, for six-year terms; Mr. Fred il. Heuermann, for a 
three-year term, v 

Commission on Evangelism: Mr. Clarence Deeg, for a three-year 
term. 

Commission on Stewardship: Rev. Robert J. Young and Mrs, John 
B. Frantz, for three-year terns. 

Commission on \Jorld Service: Rev. Frederick C, Rueggeberg and 
Mrs. Clarence E. Sitler, for six-year terms; Rev, James W. Moyer and 
Mr. W. A. Schickedanz, for three-year terns. 

Commission on Church and Ministry: Revs. Albert G. Gonser and 
Charles W. Schwantes, ilrs. Hugo Schuessler and Harold M,. Baumler,Esq. 
Duration of terms not specified by the commission. 


(c) The General Council approves the election of the follow- 
ing persons as "corresponding youth delegates" to the General Council 
of the Alliance of Reformed Churches: 

Robert Schwitzgebel, sophomore at Heidelberg College, chosen 
by the Executive Committee of the National Council of the Youth 
Fellowship. 

Kenneth Klingerman, senior at the University of Pennsylvania, 
chosen by the Executive Committee of the United Student Tellowship. 


(d) The General Council approves the following appointments 
made by the President of the Church: 

Committee on Finance and Budget: Dr. Emil N. Krafft, suc- 
ceeding Rev, Sheldon E, Mackey, 

Three members of the General Council to work with the Cabinet 
on Correlation and Promotion in making a study of the total program 
of the Church: Dr. Herbster, Dr. Rest and Mr. Bond, 

Committee on Program for the Fall Meetings of the Synods: 
Drs. Silas P. Bittner, Truman A. Crist, Ctto R. Gerber, Florence A. 
Partridge, Paul J. Schlueter and Paul E. Schmoyer, 


(e) The General Council elects the following persons to serve 
in the capacities indicated: 

Judicial Commission: Rev. Harold C. Baer in place of Rev, 
John N. Garner, who declined election because of ill health. Three- 
year term, 

Committee on Liturgics: Rev. R. Howard Paine in place of 
Rev. J. Alfred Fryer, who was dismissed to the Presbyterian Church in 
the U,S.A. Three-year term, 
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Women's Guild: Mrs. Oliver K, Maurer to fill the unexpired 
term (three years) of the late Mrs. Arthur W. Meyer as a representa- 
tive of the General Synod on the Board of Directors, 

Theological Seminary at Lancaster: ir. R,. Paul Smith as a 
member of the Corporation in place of Rev, John P, Dillenberger, who 
was erroneously elected by the General Synod to membership in this 
lay group. Three-year tern. 

Franklin and Marshali College: Mr. Joseph R, Stine as a 
member of the Board of Trustees, Five-year term, 

American Bible Society: Drs. Kerschner and Lentz as the 
representatives of our Church on the Advisory Council. 

National Council of Churches: Rev. Sheldon E. Mackey as the 
representative of our Church in the Department of Religious Liberty. 
World Council of Churches: Dr. Reginald H. Helfferich and 

Dr. Florence A. Partridge as additional accredited visitors. 


32.(a) The General Council receives as information a report that 
Rev. Eugene W, Galantai, to whom the Administrative Committee had 
granted privilege of call, has accepted a pastorate in another denom- 
ination, 

(b) The General Council approves all other privileges of call 
granted by the Administrative Committee at its meetings held on 
October 6 and December 8, 1953. In the case of Rev. Willi F. 
Suetterlin, only one of whose references has been heard from, said 
approval is conditional upon the receipt of a favorable reply from 
his other reference. 


(c) The General Council refers to the Administrative Commit- 
tee the application of Rev. Emanuel Bach for privilege of call, 


33, The General Council is grateful for the continued services 
of Dr. il. S. Kerschner as Secretary of the Church, 


3lı. The General Council calls to the attention of the denomina- 
tional representatives the need for more accurate statistics in the 
rubrice concerning the number who have communed at least once during 


the year, 
UNION At the beginning of the afternoon session Dr. Rest read the 
wIIH THE revised statement of policy regarding the proposed union of our 
CONGREGATIONAL Church and the Congregational Christian Churches, The General 
CHRISTIAN Council approved a change which was suggested and then VOTED to 
CHURCHES adopt the statement, Mrs, Lang requested that it be recorded in 
(concluded) the minutes that she had abstained from voting on this matter, 


As amended and adopted the statement is as follows: 


"The General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
reaffirms its desire to move forward in the direction of the reunion 
of the body of Christ, Both the faith and the polity of any Church 
must always be under the judgment and guidance of God!s Holy Spirit, 

"The Evangelical and Reformed Church has voted in favor of a 
complete and organic union with the Congregational Christian Churches, 

"If further discussion should show that a merger of the two 
Churches can come only on the basis of a 'covenant! or !loose federa- 
tion! arrangement, the General Council expresses its opinion that the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church would not approve, but also expresses 
its willingness to refer such a proposal to the synods, 

"Doctrinally, there is notning which hinders the merger of our 
two denominations, 


Gen. C., 2/16-18/5h, p» 17 


t/hile we recognize that each of our Churches has a rich 
heritage and tradition to bring into the union, which will indeed 
strengthen the new Church, we do not believe that such heritages 
and traditions dare hinder or bind our future life together, 

Je believe that in order to serve the ecumenical cause, a 
union must not result in significant splinter groups being formed, 
so that the end result will be more denominations instead of fewer, 

"In our previous attempts to work out an organic union with 
you, we have held in abeyance much of our own consolidation of our 
previous merger. This we are willing to do again if there is real 
promise of an early consummation of an organic union with the 
Congregational Christian Churches, 

fe believe that the Basis of Union approved by both the 
General Council of the Congregational Christian Churches and the 
General Synod of the Tvangelical and Reformed Church meets the 
above requirements," 


President Wagner was authorized to transmit the above statement 
to Dr. Horton by telegraph at the close of this meeting and to 
release it to the press with instructions that publication be with- 
held until the next morning. 

The General Council was desirous of nostponing its joint meet- 
ing with the Congregational Christian ZIxecutive Committee until the 
report of the Committee on Free Church Polity and Unity had been 
completed, There being no synod meetings scheduled for Hay 21-28 
or June 14-18, the Council favored holding the joint meeting in 
either of these intervals, preferably the latter, It authorized 
Dr. Wagner to make arrangements for a meeting at the convenience of 
both groups if it appeared advisable to him and to Dr. Horton, 


REPORT The report of the Committee on Finance and Budget was presented 
OF THE by Dr. Hueller, 

COMMITTEE Item 21 was received as information. Items 5, 10, 13, 114,17,20, 

ON 22 and 23 were amended and then adopted. The other items were 

FINANCE adopted without change, 

AND The report as amended and adoptea is as follows; 

BUDGET 


l. The first order of business was a report by Treasurer Keck, 
who gave information that due to the loss of considerable mail during 
the months of December and January it is possible that a change may 
be made in final figures for the year. It is recommended that the 
Treasurer be permitted to make a supplementary report if necessary, 


2. We recommend that the General Council confirm the action of 
the Administrative Committee in connection with financing the 
purchase of Rev, Sheldon E, Mackey!'s home at Glenside. A first 
mortgage was taken for 515,750 and a judgment note was given for 
52,250, making the total involved 518,000. Payments of Öj1,800 per 
year are to be made to apply as interest and principal; interest rate 
was set at 13% and iir, Hackey pays all insurance and taxes. The 
agreement is for a five-year term, 


3. We recommend that the General Council direct Treasurer Keck 
to make this loan from the Memorial Fund, 


lı. Since local loans can be negotiated for the purchase of homes 
by personnel of the Church, we recommend that the General Council 
direct all agencies, boards or departments to discontinue the practice 
of making loans, financing or guaranteeing the purchase price of 
homes for any personnel, 
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5. We recommend that the General Council direct Treasurer Keck 
to make available to the Administrative Assistant!s office a revolv- 
ing fund of $81,000, The account is to be in the name of Sheldon E. 
Mackey, Administrative Assistant to the President of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, 


6. We recommend that the General Council direct that no supple- 
mental pensions or grants be paid to widows or heirs of pensioners 
of the Church, boards or agencies,. 


7. The matter of supplementary pensions for Officers of the 
Church was discussed with Dr. Bittner. He was asked to explore the 
possibility of establishing a plan and to report his findings to the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance and Budget, 


8. We recommend the approval of the action of Treasurer Keck 
and Chairman Mueller,-the exchange of called $150,000 23% U. 5. 
Treasury Notes for a like amount of 23% U. S. Government Bonds due 
in 1961. 


9. We recommend that the $15,000 to be received in March from 
matured U. S. Treasury Bonds be reinvested in such Government Bonds 
as may be deemed advisable by Treasurer Keck and Chairman Mueller, 


10. Due to the crowded conditions of the office of Treasurer Keck 
and other commissions and agencies in St. Louis, we recommend that 
the General Council direct the Board of Business Management and Eden 
Publishing House to give thought to completing the fifth floor of 
Eden Publishing House » as to take care of these needs, that a 
report of their findingss be made to the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance and Budget by May 1, 1954, and that the Administrative Com- 
mittee be empowered to take such action as may be deemed advisable,. 


ll. We concur in the President!s recommendation that the sum of 
4600.00 be paid to the Washington Office of the National Council of 
Churches. \We recommend that the "eneral Council direct Treasurer Keck 
to pay this amount from the Contingent Fund. 


12. We recommend that the General Council direct Treasurer Keck 
to pay the sum of 1,000.00 to the Department of Religious Liberty 
of the National Council of Churches, this amount to be paid from the 
Contingent Fund. 


13. Dr. Brueseke, representing the Commission on Church and 
Ministry, made a report of the work to be undertaken by his commis- 
sion. We recommend that the General Council direct Treasurer Keck 
to pay to the chairman of the Commission on Church and Ministry an 
amount of %500.000 as a revolving fund for the commission. 


1}. We recommend that the General Council direct all boards and 
agencies of the Church to have 12 copies of their audit reports in 
the hands of Treasurer Keck not later than Arpil 15 of this year. 


15. In view of the fact that there is not sufficient information 
available at this time regarding the Pastors' Moving Expense Pool, we 
recommend that the General Council direct the Commission on Church 
and Ministry to study this matter and bring their findings and 
recommendations to the Committee on Finance and Budget at its 
September meeting, 
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16. We recommend that the General Council direct all boards and 
agencies of the Church to send ten copies of their budget reauire- 
ments to Treasurer Keck before January 15 of each year so that each 
member of the Committse on Finance and Budget may study such budgets 
in advance of General Council meetings. 


17. Inasmuch as at present there is not sufficient space for 
additional personnel in the Treasurer's office, we recommend that 
action on the matter of securing an Assistant Treasurer be deferred 
until additional space is available. However, it is the opinion of 
the Committee on Finance and Budget that the matter of employing an 
Assistant Treasurer is pertinent for the welfare of the Church and 
that this position should be filled as soon as Space is available. 


18. We recommend that the General Council direct all synod pres- 
idents to forward to Treasurer Keck, when issued, all student notes 
so that all such notes may be in a central location; also, that the 
General Council inform the synod presidents that it is essential trat 
they keep proper records of all transactions of this nature. 


19. We recommend that the General Council direct that in all 
instances where pastors or others are asked to serve on committees 
of the National Council of Churches, approval of all recommendations 
be made by the President of the Church, and in instances where 
expenses are not paid by boards, commissions or agencies, the 
President be empowered, for the present, to issue warrants for the 
reimbursement of necessary expenses, 


20, We recommend that the General Council direct Treasurer Keck 
to remit to Pittsburgh Synod annually, and on a quarterly basis, 
the basic subsidy of 52,500 for a full-time synod president. This 
amount will be paid from the Contingent Fund. 


21, A review of salaries paid by boards, commissions and agencies 
was made, but action was deferred until the ccmmittee!s next meeting 
when all audits will have been received and rerieied, 


22. The budget requirements for 1951, as reported by boards, 
commissions and agencies were reviewed, ile recommend the following 
guaranteed alvances:; 


International Missions,..ssersesessaceeassh. :680,000.00 


Natlanal MESSSOHN unsern ehren . 600,000.00 
National Missions, Building Fund...... ea 100,000,00 
POns3ons 00 REIIOR, une er, . :1479,000.C0 
Pensions and Relief, Pastors! Homes...... 1;,609.09 
Christian Education and Publicaticn...:... 120,000. 
Businsss MOB Wents asien en ei aan 6,090.00 
Eden Seminary...... EEE RT REN 52,000.00 
LEDERSREL BERATST Vena ann hr ra + 39,000.00 
Mi8830n House. us sanssne FEPCHEIRENN - ÜMEE EHE 36,000.00 
Blsmursb Goflege, .aususeur.. a EU OR u; 61,000.00 
Heidelberg Collese..... EP TREE un“ 29,290.00 
Gedes DER: DOllepe. Nennen nn hauen 21,000.00 
Catawba Gollege....csesseneness arena“ 21,000.00 
Ursims College. ....... TE EORE ERII 18,000.00 
Franklin and Harshall College... ..cer2e20.. 18,000.00 
Hood Bollese,...2..:2 ME EEE en 114,500.00 
HaasanutTen Academy, „un cucne rinnen 9,000.00 
MERCRT INTER Read nassen nn 9,000.00 


Supplementary Higher Education Fund..... 150,000.00 
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Churchmen!s Brotherhood......rcr.erre0.. . 6,000.00 
Wonen’S inne naeh nn nur . 2,000.00 
Commission on Evangelim....vscrs0cscncse 28,000.00 
Commission on Christian Social Action.... 32,000.00 
Stewardship Commission. ...seosssereonecee 12 ,000,.00 
Commission on Higher Education. .csecceee: 2,500,.00 
Commission on Benevolent Institutions.... 1,000.00 
Historical Committee, „,esucasnssnesnneun es 1,800.00 
Travel Equalization,Synod Spring Meetings 3,500.00 
National Council of Churches....cerereeee 10,000.00 
world Council of Churches. s..scasuWss re 10,000.00 
Alliance of Reformed Churches...csios..0: 2,100.00 
ee 611,000.00 
a en 1,2 ,000.00 
Ban. 00 neuen ne 6,000.00 
WVarsıss a nee 10,000.00 
Administration Fund.......... dans - Bu 
Student Allirunoeronsnsenonr on nuenen une 80,000.00 


Gontingent a. RER _111,080.00 
$3,071,870.00 


23, The allowance of '\111,080.00 for Contingent Items covers 
the following: 


Natl Council: Dept. of Religious Liberty 5 1,000.00 


" " Washington Office... sans 600.00 
" R Periodical,..sscsusscueene 21.00 
ee a 2,000.00 
Subsidy for synod presidents...scccs 0.0. 8,000.00 
Commission on Church and Hinistry....... 25,500.00 
Wensian an 1953 Baficik. zeniueseunnenn 9,750.00 
"Erjiedensbote!'! and 1953 deficit........ 16,1120.00 
"The Messenger!!: Subsidys.oaoncouneusnee» 12,580.00 
" " PIrOWDt IN l,500.00 


TRRLISCBTRB nissen . 709.00 
- 5L11,050.00 


2lı. We recommend that the General Council approve the payment 
of three months! retirement salary to Dr, J. N. LeVan by the 
Department of United Promotion. However, we also recommend that 
the General Council direct all boards, commissions, departments 
or agencies to secure its approval before making any retirement 
allowances in the future, 


REPORT The report of the Committee on Correlation and Promotion was 

OF THE read by Dr, Stanger. 

COMHITTEE Item 9 was received as information. Action on item 11 was 

ON deferred pending the report of the Committee on Publication, The 
GORRELATION adoption of item I} in the report of that committee carried with it 
AND the adoption of item 11 in the report of the Committee on Correlation 
PROMOTION and Promotion. Items I, 6, 10 and 15 were adopted in amended form, 


The remaining items were adopted without change. 

It was agreed that the groupings in section !"b" of item 7 were 
subject to minor adjustment by the Department of United Promotion 
as necessity might dicetate, in which case they should be resubmitted 
to the General Council next September for adoption in final form, 
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In the form in which the report was adopted it is as follows: 


1. The General Council directs that the remaining 55,000 of the 
510,000 given last year to the National Council!s Broadcasting and 
Films Commission for television programs be left with the commission 
for use and as a contribution in 1954, said amount to be matched by 
the Congregational Christian Churches and the Ancric:n Baptist Church 
and doubled by the Prasbyterian Church in the U.S,.A. 


2. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion approves the 
budget of the Department of United Promotion for the fiscal year 


1954. 


3. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion approves the 
budget of the Bureau of Audio-Visual Aids for the fiscal year 1951. 


li. (a) The General Council refers the matter of spiritual 
ministry to men and women in service to the Administrative Assistant, 
the Commission on Church and Ministry and the Commission on World 
Service for study and joint recommendation aS to how this problem 
shall be handled. 

(b) The General Council directs that in all cases of possible 
överlapping of the work of these commissions while the study is 
being made, copies of the correspondence be sent to the Administra- 
tive Assistant. 


5. The General Council directs that this year there shall be no 
official denominational representatives at the fall meetings of 
synods, and that a turn-over chart or some other method of presenting 
the total program of the Church shall be made available to the synod 
presidentss 


6. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion has reviewed the 
status of the pilot project in Pittsburgh Synod for the work of the 
Department of United Promotion with a full-time synod president, 

The committee approves the statement of respective responsibilities 
as outlined, and recommends this statement as a guide for the special 
committee which is to study the duties of a full-time synod president, 
(Copy attached) 

7. The General Council approves the recommendations of the 
Special Committee on Fall Meetings of Synods as amended and adopted 
by the Committee on Correlation and Promotion; 

(a) That the Board of Christian Education and Publication 
and the Commission on Higher Education be zoned as a single agency 
for the purpose of presenting the cause of Christian education at 
the fall meetings of synods, 

(b) That in the zoning plan the boards and agencies and the 
synods be grouped as follows; 

Group 1, National Missions, Evangelism, Pensions and 
Relief. 
North Illinois, South Illinois, Michigan- 
Indiana, South Indiana, Iowa, Mercersburg, 
Potomac and Magyar Synods. 
Group 2. International Missions, Christian Social 
Action, Church and Ministry. 
North Wisconsin, South Wisconsin, Northern, 
Dakota, Reading, Susquehanna, Central 
Pennsylvania, East Pennsylvania and 
Philadelphia Synods. 
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Group 3. Christian Education-Hizher Education, Steward- 
ship, Business Managenent, 
West New York, Northeast Ohio, Northwest Ohio, 
Southeast Ohio, >outhwest Ohio, Pittsburgh, 
Texas, Kansas City and Missouri Valley 
Synods. 
Group 4, World Service, vlomen's Guild, Churchmen's 
Brotherhood. 
New York, Lehigh, Lancaster, Southern, 
Pacific Northwest, California, Rocky 
Mountain and Nebraska Synods. 


8. The General Council refers the suggestion of the President, 
that there be mesetings of the zonal representatives with the cor- 
responding synodical committees or committee chairmen previous to 
the fall conferences of the synods, to the executives of the boards 
and agencies for immediate study and to the Cabinet on Gorrelation 
and Promotion for later discussion, 


9, The Committee on Correlation and Promotion reports as infor- 
mation that it has reviewed and approved the plans of the Department 
of United Promotion for the "all-out" Kingdom Roll Call in 1951. 


10. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion looks with favor 
on a proposal that the stwwardship filns be made available to 
churches free of charge, fer use as often as needed, and that the 
offerings taken at the showings of these films be used for either 

(a) auportionment giving, or 

(b) a local church benevolent project, or 

(c) a national anmual project which the General Council 
believes Should be pushed. 


11. The General Council approves a plan of ihe Commission on 
Evangelism for publishing "Daily Talks with God" on a quarterly 
basis and in the format of "The Upper Room," 


12. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion reports that in 
implementation of an action taken by the General Council last 
September, the Board of International Missions has prepared a 
brochure to be placed in the hands of armed services personnel or 
civilians temporarily residing in foreign countries, so that they 
may serve as unofficial missionaries of our Church. The Committee 
on Correlation and Promotion suggests that the publication of this 
brochure be made the responsibility of the Board of International 
Missions, 


13, The General Council approves a Conference on Christian 
Commitment and Christian Community which is to be a joint effort 
of the Commissions on „vangelism, Stewardship and Christian Social 
Action, 


ll. The General Council requests the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion and Publication, the Churchmen!'s Brotherhood and the Women's 
Guild to get together and try to plan a long-range schedule for 
their national conferences so that the dates for these meetings may 
be staggered. 
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15, The Committee on Correlation and Promotion rejoices with the 
General Council that Dr, Carl W. Klein, as president of the Heifer 
Project, Inc,., has been invited to reprssent that project on a brief 
trip to Korea, Japan and Hong Kong. The Committee on Correlation and 
Promotion, believing that the experience would increase his value w 
the Church as Associate Director of United Promotion, requests the 
General Council to permit him to undertake this assignment for the 
period of time reauired for its completion, 


16. The General Council commends the Board of Christian Education 
and Publication for its part in preparing the Unified Sunday School 
Program for armed forces personnel and their families,. 


17. It is the consensus of opinion of the Committee on Correla- 
tion and Promotion that the General Council should appoint a com- 
mittee to make a long-range study of the matter of laying the appor- 
tionment on a different basis and report to the General Council from 
time to time on the progress of this study. 


REPORT The report of the Committee on Publication was presented by 

OF THE Dr. Koch. 

COMMITTEE Item li was amended sliehtly and was then adopted together with 
ON item 11 in the report of the Committee on Correlation and Promotion, 


PUBLICATION The remaining items were adopted without change. 
The report as adopted is as follows: 


l. According to the directive of the General Synod, the Com- 
mittee on Publication, the Board of Christian Education and Publica- 
tion, and the Board of Businsssilanagement are to study the problems 
involved in the field of publication for the Church and to present 
to the 1956 General Synod their joint suggestions for a basic policy 
on publication of the Iivangelical and Reformed Church. To date it 
has not been possible to arrange for such a meeting, but by mutual 
consent a meeting will be held next fall, 


2. The General Council requests the boards, commissions and 
agencies and the publishing houses of the Church to clear with the 
Committee on Publication when printing any material in which official 
forms of worship or orders for rites of the Church appear, 


3. The General Council calls to the attention of the publishing 
houses the constitutional provisions which stipulate that all Church 
School hymnals and other Church School materials are the special 
prerogative of the Board of Christian Education and Publication, It 
is the opinion of the General Council that Eden Publishing House 
should reconsider the advisability of revising or reprinting the 
Elmhurst Hymnal, The General Council urges the Board of Christian 
Education and Publication to proceed at once with the publication 
of a new and more adequate Church School hymnal to be printed by 
Eden Publishing House, 


l. The General Council recommends that the price of the proposed 
devotional pamphlet to be published by the Commission on Evangelism 
be kept as low as possible to facilitate a wider distribution. 


5. The General Council directs that any pamphlets or books 
purporting to set forth pronouncements on doctrines of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church be approved by the Committee on 
Publication, 
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6. The General Council commends the Board of Christian Education 
and Publication for the recent excellent books it has published, 
and notes with particular satisfaction the wide use by other denomi- 
nations of "I Believe,'' by Nevin C. Harner, 


7. The General Council approves the recommendation of the 
Committee on Publication that the rental allowances of the editor 
and assistant editor of "The Messenger" be increased from 5900 
to $1200 per year, 

Dr. lagner thanked the General Council and its advisory members 
for the fine spirit in which the arduous business of this meeting 
had been conducted, A motion to adjourn being approved, he called 
upon all present to rise and pray together the Lord's Prayer, and 
reauested Rev. Howard F. Boyer to pronounce the benediction,. 


The General Council adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 


James E. Wagner, Chairman W. Sherman Kerschner, Secretary 
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DOCUMENTS ATTACHED TO THE MINUTES 


Report of the President 
Report of the Secretary 
Report of the Treasurer 


Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the Administrative Committee and the 
Congregational Christian Advisory Committee Held February 9, 1954 


Report of the Commission on Church and Ministry 
Findings on the Devotional Guide, "Daily Talks with God" 
Report of the Commission on world Service 

Report of the Theological Committee 

Minutes of the Committee on Liturgics, December 29, 1953 
Report of the Historical Committee 


Financial Statement on the '"'R" Church Building Fund 


Promotional Responsibilities of the Full-time President and the 
Department of United Promotion in Pittsburgh Synod 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
February 16, 1951 


TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL: - 


Two weeks from the day this report is presented the traditionally 
carnival spirit of the observance of Shrove Tuesday will provide the eleventh- 
hour prelude to the ushering in once again of the Church's observance of Lent. 
Our people will submit themselves to its summons to the disciplines of self- 
examination, self-sacrifice and self-dedication in terms of the spirit and 
example of our Lord. More particularly, with Him we shall "set our faces 
stedfastly to go to Jerusalem" as we travel the pathways of penitence and faith 
which lead us to those strangely-conjoined days of one holy week-end, Good 
Friday and Easter, 


The connotations of the Cross will gather about our thinking, and we 
shall be reminded that what was concentrated in one dramatic event which 
transpired on Calvary is a law which has run like a scarlet thread throush the 
tapestry of all human life and history. We shall be realizing afresh that 
there was a Cross in the heart of God before the Roman soidiers set one up on 
that hill outside the aneient city of Jerusalem. It is our faith that the 
balance of history is weighted on the side of God and righteousness, but it is 
our Christian insight that we are engaged in a perennial moral and spiritual 
struggle in which "we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." No one can contemplate 
the present world scene without sensing new and significant overtones in the 
long-ago language of St. Paul when he wrote, "For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now." 


The lines between philosophical atheism and materialism, on the one 
hand, and Christian faith, on the other, are more clearly drawn as a result of 
the present world struggle between East and West. That is to say, the conflict 
on the level of world politics and power, between Russia and her satellites and 
the United States and those allied with us under the common appellation of "the 
western democracies",- this political conflict has sharpened the sensitivities 
of the Church to a fact of which the Church has always been keenly aware, 
namely, that there is an unreconcilable cleavage between the ethics and 
philosophy of materialism and political imperialism and, on the other hand, the 
Christian Gospel of redemption and brotherhood as the fruits of the love of God 
at work in history. 


The Christian Church finds no common ground with Communism as it is 
expressed in the Constitution and, more particularly, in the actual practice of 
Soviet Russia. Vie have seen atrocity, which is incipient in all war, reach 
horrifying extremes in the Korean record as that record was laid before the 
United Nations. In the recent execution of Lavrenti Beria and certain 
associates,- poetic justice as it must have scemed to all of us,- we have seen 
once again the way in which Communist spirit and philosophy can brook no rivals, 
risk no critical opposition, but must continue to wipe out with relentless hand 
anything or anyone even remotely threatening the unqualified supremacy of those 
in power. lie have learned to consider with skeptical reserve the Communist use 
of such great and treasured words as "freedom", "democracy" and "justice". On 
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repeated occasions we have heard them used as if they betokened the same 
meanings they each have held for us, only to discover that their use has been 
prostituted to other meanings altogether, meanings wkich sometimes have almost 
reversed what they have meant in the vocabulary of western democracy and of 
Christianity. The Communist assumption that the State is everything, the 
individual nothing except as he serves the alleged interssts of the State, has 
no more acceptance now with us who follow the Biblical tradition than the 
parallel of that assumption had when Elijah condemned the sequestering of 
Naboth's vineyard by Ahab and Jezebel or when Jesus was consigned to death by 
Pilate not because the governor had found any fault in Hin but because His 
presence threatened the order and political peace of the Palestinian corner of 
the Roman Empire. 


This, I should say, is the Church's faith as it is applied to the 
contemporary scene of international politics. And because this is and has Deen 
the faith of the historic evangelical Church, just as surely if not more so than 
it has been the faith of the Roman Church, the recent wave of attack, direct or 
by innuendo, upon American Protestantism, especially American Protestant leaders, 
is as incomprehensible as it is intolerable. WVhen this attack has been with- 
stood to the face, as was done by Bishop G. Bromley COxnam before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, the allegations and their resultant suspicions 
are dissipated into thin air. when direct public questioning of an accuser has 
been possible, the accusations have been deflated into nothingness. This was 
the case when Dr. J. B. kHatthews was questioned by a Washington clergyman in a 
television panel discussion. Dr. Matthews in July published an article 
characterizing 7,000 Protestant clergymen as being "party members, fellow- 
travelers, espionage agents, party-line adherents, and unwitting dupes". Vihen 
questioned publicly in mid-September, however, Dr. Matthews admitted that he 
could not name fifteen card-carrying Communist party members or one espionage 
agent among Protestant clergymen. It is my strong conviction that the whole 
recent attack upon Protestant leadership could be dissipated in the sane way. 


It ought not to be necessary for Protestant clergymen, pastors or 
executive and administrative officers, to be humiliated in such manner. And it 
is my hope that this General Council will adopt strong resolutions, not only 
affirming its faith in our own ministry and the Protestant ministry in general, 
but at the same time asserting the Church's right, yea its duty, to exercise a 
prophetic ministry which will not hesitate to bring the substance and character 
of our national life before the judgment bar of Christ; and that we shall 
insist that in doing so the Church does not in any sense submit itself to 
allegations of disloyalty or treason to the proper claims of the State. 


I think I owe it to you, so near the beginning of my work as 
President of the Church, to place in the recorä what I have stated publicly 
elsewhere in taking my stand with the Protestant ministry in general against 
these recent attacks. I amnot a Communist. I never was a Communist. I never 
could be a Communist, if for no other reason than that 1 believe in God and in 
Jesus Christ as His Son and the Saviour of the liorld. Noreover, so far as 1 
know, I have never attended a meeting of a Communist-front or subversive 
organization. Further, it must now be more than twenty years ago, when 
circumstances then prevailing seemed to call for it, that I preached sermons 
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pointing out what seemed to me then to be the irreconcilable conflict between 
Communism and Christianity, as I have preached on occasion since. I happen to 
be, in addition, one of those who can see no moral justification for persons 
refusing to testify as to whether they have ever been Communists, and do so on 
the ground that such testimony might tend to incriminate then, That has always 
seemed to me to be an implicit, though perhaps left-handed, admission that such 
a witness was a Communist or had played dangerously close with Communism. 


Moreover, I believe that this General Council and executive groups of 
other denominations as well, cannot afford not to take note of the way in which 
these present spurious attacks on Protestant leadership are redounding to, if 
they are not being deliberately capitalized upon in behalf of, the creeping 
grip of Roman Catholicism upon American life. There is ancther shoe and another 
foot if one wished to bring the two together; and it is symbolized in the fact 
that the Pope only recently bestowed one of the highest, if not the highest of, 
Papal decorations upon Dictator Franco of what to many of us must still in all 
accuracy be referred to as Fascist Spain. 


We want to be clear on our irreconcilable opnosition to Ccmmunism. 
We want to be equally clear in preserving the Church's prophetic role in 
society. We must insist that criticism, dissent, political heresy, are not to 
be equated with treason or disloyalty. We must not yield in our contention 
that if authoritarianism and totalitarianism,- the very stufi of both communism 
and fascism,- are to be sought and found within the Christian Church throughout 
the world, it will not likely be within Protestant Christianity, the very 
genius of which has been that of revolt against external authority. 


Basing Tensions in the \iorld? 


The question-mark at the head of this section was deliberate. How- 
ever, turning aside from the area of sorest misunderstanding at home, there is 
on the world scene what has been interpreted in responsible quarters as at 
least a faint ray of hope that tensions on the international scale are beginning 
to ease. Vie thank God for the cessation of hostilities in Korea, uneasy though 
the peace in that distressed country may be. Perhaps the biggest impetus to 
the hope for world peace was the address of President Eisenhower before the 
United Nations General Assembly on December 8 in which he proposed a pooling of 
atomic resources for peaceful purposes. The initial Russian response was 
highly critical; but sober second-thoushts on the part of Russia have seemed to 
indicate a receptive attitude toward the President!s proposal, so much so that 
the Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral, London, spoke of !'welcoming the signs, however 
slight and dubious, of a movement to end the cold war". 


We were represented by a delegation of eleven at the Iıth National 
Conference on the Churches and World Order, Cleveland, Ohio, October 27-30, 1953. 
At least six other Evangelical and Reformed people were present in various other 
capacities. 


We shall continue to uphold in our prayers every effort which the 
President and the Secretary of State may make looking toward the peaceful 
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resolving of intemational distress and tension, even though the policies they 
propose may require a continuing exercise of patience on the part of us all. 


An Ecumenical Year 


For us as for ali American Protestantism this year will be outstanding 
as an ecumenical year. The World Council of Churches will meet at Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois, August 15-31. The National Council of Churches 
will hold its 3rd Biennial Assembly in Boston, November 28 to December 3. Of 
more specific interest to us, the Alliance of Reformed Churches Throughout the 
World Holding the Presbyterian System will convene at Princeton, New Jersey, 
July 27 to August 5. We will be appropriately represented at these gatherings 
and efforts are being made to assure that the results of them will be 
transmitted to our congregations and our membership in general. 


We plan to continue, through our Committee on Closer Relations with 
Other Churches, participation in the deliberations of the Conference on Church 
Union, sometimes popularly referred to as the Greenwich Movement. The chairman 
of our Committee, and I, are maintaining an open mind, but I am now inclined to 
view it more receptively, on the proposal to hold on January 20, 31995 a 
Convocation on Church Union. The aim and effort of this Convocation would be 
to attempt to resolve the differences between the various contemporary movements 
for church union so that if possible we might present a united approach to the 
Protestant Churches of America. 


More immediately pressing upon our concern is, of course, the matter 
of the proposed merger of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the 
Congregational Christian Churches. Action on this merger has been at a stand- 
still since suit in opposition was first filed by the Cadman Church, Brooklyn, 
on December 20, 1919. The December 3 decision of the New York State Court of 
Appeals, highest court in the State, appears to have cleared away the legal 
obstacles to this merger. At the time this report was being dictated it was 
planned to have a joint meeting of our Administrative Committee and the 
Congregational Christian Advisory Committee on February 9, and possibly a joint 
meeting of this General Council and the Gongregational Christian Executive 
Committee on February 19. There are very real problens which must be faced 
realistically now, and any guidance which this General Council can give to its 
executive officers and the Committee on Cioser Relations with Other Churches 
will be gratefully received. 


There is another problem to which some thousht should be given. At 
the present time we have a delegation to represent us in the Assemblies of the 
World Council of Churches. We have another delegation to represent us in the 
Biennial Assemblies of the National Council of Churches. We have also our 
Committee on Closer Relations with Other Churches. I have a strong feeling 
that we should consider ways of unifying our ecumenical outreach so that the 
Committee on Closer Relations with Other Churches would also eventually 
constitute our delegation to the World Council of Churches and the nucleus of 
our delegation to the National Council of Churches. Such an arrangement would 
seem to me to aid in integrating our participation in and our impact upon the 
ecumenical movenent. 
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Good News 


I have spent a good deal of my time since taking office September 1st 
not only attending the fall meetings of our Boards, Commissions and agencies so 
far as that was possible, but also getting about the Church on other engagements 
which commended themselves to my acceptance as having significance and worth for 
our denominational life sufficient to justify the time and expense required. My 
travels have taken me into 19 communities scattered over 8 states including Ohio, 
Missouri, Indiana, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Illinois, Kansas and Michigan. From 
September 1 to the end of the year I gave a total of 21 sermons and 12 major 
addresses of a general sort. I have addressed a number of regional gatherings 
where our lay people were strongly represented as well as our pastors. äEvery- 
where I went I found what seemed to me to be a warm and highly encouraging 
response to our denominational program and to the new lines of advance projected 
by the recent General Synod. With regard to the annual budget for the new 
triennium, 25.28% increased over the budget of the past triennium, I heard no 
word of criticism. I saw only evidence that, while our people irere aware that 
this budget would place additional burdens upon them, they felt that those 
burdens were justified by the vitality of the Church's program at home and 
abroad and that they would be able to meet the added demands upon their resources 
and their spirit of stewardship. 


Parochial reports as of December 31, 1952 recorded a total communicant 
membership of 752,14l,- the first time we have gone over the three-quarter 
million mark. I am confident that when the rerorts are all in for the calendar 
year 1953 our communicant membership will have risen to approximately 760,000. 
Ihe proposed goal of a net gain of 20,000 communicant members in this year when 
we are to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the merger will doubtless spur on 
our evangelistic outreach so that by the end of 195lı we will register an even 
larger net gain in membership than has characterized the average year. 


It will interest the members of General Council to know that in the 
tabulation of denominational memberships published in Information Service, 
September 19, 1953, the Evangelical and Reformed Church stood 15th in membership 
in the listing of all Protestant denominations. The denominatians ranking ahead 
of us are as follows: Methodist (9,180,128), Southern Baptist (7,63h,193), 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. (4,167,779), National Baptist 
Convention of America (2,606,289), Protestant Episcopal Church (2,182,887), 
Presbyterian, U.S.A. (2,1141,993), United Lutheran (1,962,256), Disciples of 
Christ (1,815,627), Lutheran--Missouri Synod (1,728,989), American Bantist 
Convention (1,550,653), Churches of Christ (1,500,000), Congregational Christian 
Churches (1,269,166), African lethodist Episcopal Church (1,166,301), Evangelical 
Lutheran (854,949), and African Methodist Episcopal Zion (760,158). 


There is good news to tell about our people's stewardship of their 
means during the year just ended. The Treasurer's Report will show total 
contributions to the Kingdom Service Apportionment amounting to 42,762,673.18 
representing an increase of ;86,816.16 in 1953 over our giving for similar 
purposes in 1952. The giving for World Service has been even more inspiring. 
The final report for the year shows a total of :)5595,300.73, which is sufficient 
to make the giving for World Service more than 100% of the goal set for the 
1951-1953 triennium, #1,568,216.02 on a goal of ‘1,500,000 for the trienniun. 
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Intensive Promotion Planned 


Two factors in the current year's program hold promise of begetting 
an even larger stewardship on the part of our people. The Department of United 
Promotion is preparing to act upon General Council's directive that "an all-out, 
thoroughly planned, carefully directed, well-publicized, denomination-wide 
Kingdom Roll Call in 1951" be conducted. In addition, the Department is 
planning with the Synodical Council of Pittsburgh Synod to comply with the 
action of General Council last September in proposing that "Pittsburgh Synod be 
invited to become a pilot project for the work of this Department with a full- 
time Synod President". 


Intensified Lay Participation and Activity 


One of the most encouraging aspects of our denominational life is the 
continuing, if not increasing, tempo of active participation on the part of lay 
men and women in our denominational life. Great credit for this must go to the 
Churchmen's Brotherhood, the !Iomen!'s Guild and the Commission on Christian 
Social Action, although probably the biggest single impetus to this developed 
in the recent campaign for the National Missions Building Fund. Among the signs 
of promise in the field cf lay participation are the following. 


It is one area of responsibility which will be nurtured by the 
Commission on Church and Ministry. In the definition which the amended By-Laws 
now give to the congregational Committee on Church and liinistry,- and by 
implication to the synodical committee and the Commission itself,- it is 
assigned the duty "to seek, in cooperation with the pastor, the development of 
special lay ministries in evangelism, fellowship, and community action." 


Progress is being made toward the inauguration of the Volunteer Service 
Training Center at Camp Fernbrook near Pottstown, Pennsylvania, and our lay 
people, older as well as young, are being invited now to consider the challenge 
of dedicating a year of full-time volunteer Christian service under the aegis 
of the Church. 


The Churchmen's Brotherhood and the Commission on Christian Social 
Action are jointly sponsoring a National Tonference on the Christian Layman and 
His Daily Work, which will be held June 25-27 on the campus of Heidelberg College. 


Plans are proceeding again for both National and International 
Missions Tours. Mr. Stanley "ilke of Washington, Missouri, will direct the 
International lüssions Tour which will leave about November 1 to visit our field 
in India. Mr. George Buescher, also of Vlashington, Missouri, has been named 
manager of the 1951, Laymen's National Mission Tour which will leave Cincinnati 
on April 20 to visit mission stations in Southwestern United States and will 
include stops at Nashville, New Orleans, Biloxi, St. Petersburg, Miami, Aiken, 
South Carolina, Charlotte and Salisbury, North Carolina, and Arlington, Virginia. 
Last year, seven lay people took the tour of our African mission field, while 
thirteen went on the National lissions tour. 


It is obvious, too, that the goal of 20,000 net gain in membership in 
this twentieth year of our history as a united denomination will call for and 
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encourage an increased measure of lay activity. 


The Churchmen's Brotherhood has adopted as its 1951-55 project the 
raising of ;20,000 toward the building of a Children's Hospital near Pusan, 
Korea. 


For all these signs of vitality and progress, so true to the genius 
and tradition of Protestantism, we thank our God. 


Evangelical and Reformed Scholarship 


We can be rightfully proud of the fruits of Christian scholarship 
being produced by our ministers at the present time. To cite the most recent 
publications I refer specifically to the following. 


Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr is author of a volume entitled "Christian Realism 
and Political Problems", published by Scribner; Dr. Roger L. Shinn, "Christianity 
and the Problem of History", published by Scribner; Dr. John Diilenberger, "God 
Hidden and Revealed!", published by Muhlenberg Press; the Rev. Paul E. Irion, 

"The Funeral and the Mourners--Pastoral Care of the Bereaved!", published by 
Abingdon; the Rev. Haroid lülke, "Strengthened with Might", published by 
Westminster Press. | 


Our own Christian Education Press has recently published "The Bible 
and Our Common Life" by Dr. Huber F. Klemme; "March on with Strength" by 
Drs. Alfred N. Sayres and Robert C. Stanger; a book of daily devotions, 
"Pathways of Prayer" with a number of our people as contributors; and most 
recently, "Our Christian Symbols!" by the Rev. Friedrich 0. Rest. I believe 
this General Council will want to express its commendation and encouragement of 
such work on the part of those who bear our name. 


Area Plan and Full-Time Presidencies 


It is evident that the action of General Synod with regard to full- 
time Synod Presidencies, and encouraging the adoption of the Area Plan when the 
desire for it rises within two or more adjacent Synods, is beginning already to 
bear fruit. 


Inquiries have been made as to what next steps should be taken by 
Synods desiring to establish full-time presidencies. It is clear that no full- 
time synod presidency is likely to go into effect before January 1, 1955. The 
spring 1951, Synods will have to take action authorizing such a move, and in 
addition make provision for the financial support of the office. With regard 
to the latter, it is evident that unless a synod has a substantial balance in 
its treasury to support the office meanwhile, the laying of an additional 
synodical apportionment cannot become effective before January 1, 1955. 


General Council will want to take note of the joint action of the 
Synodical Councils of California and Pacific Northwest Synods proposing to 
constitute those two Synods as the "West Coast Area! and to establish the full- 
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time office of Area President there. A more detailed report on this matter will 
likely be available by the time the Council is in session. 


The President of Nebraska Synod made a very detailed report of his 
visit as denominational representative to the fall meeting of Rocky Mountain 
Synod, and his discussion with pastors and lay people there and elsewhere 
concerning the possibilities of adapting the Area Plan in certain parts of the 
Middle West, The details of his letter to the President of the Church would 
suggest that there are matters of common interest and concern which might justify 
a conference on the part of the Synodical Councils of Rocky Mountain, Nebraska, 
Iowa, Kansas City and Missouri Valley Synods. I believe that this General 
Gouncil would do well to consider the desirability of authorizing the 
Administrative Committee to call a conference of the Councils of these Synods to 
explore not only the possibilities which may favor or disfavor the establishment 
of one or more areas in that part of our Church, but also to initiate some study 
of the possible realignment of boundaries as between these several Synods. 


Policy on Ordination and Temporary License 


General Synod authorized the appointment of a Theological Committee. 
Although I believe this Committee will find a much wider place of usefulness in 
the life of our denomination, the action establishing it was precipitated by 
overtures from a number of our Synods which reflected the need for some kind of 
an official pronouncement on the nature of ordination to the Christian ministry. 
The specific occasion which caused this need to be felt arose in complying with 
By-Law 36 which requires the erasure of a man's name from the roll of ministers 
after five consecutive years! leave of absence to engage in secular activity. 
It is likely that a first report on this matter wili be PESUBERER to the General 
Council during these sessions. 


Closely related to the feelings which brought about the foregoing 
action was the discussion which took place at the annual Conference of Synod 
Presidents held in Cleveland, Ohio, November 3-4, 1953. This had to do with 
the conditions under which what we call Temporary License is granted. By-Law 28 
states: "In special cases a temporary license for one year periods or less may 
be granted by the president of the Synod with the approval of the President of 
the Church authorizing the applicant to preach the gospel, and to administer the 
sacraments and rites of the Church." The point of view crystalized at that 
Conference can be summarized in the following paragraph. 


It was agreed unanimously that a Temporary License should be granted 
to a student supply pastor only in the most exceptional instances. It was felt 
that to grant Temporary Licenses too freeiy and too frequent]y tended to detract 
from the significance of ordination when at last the student reaches the point 
where this final solemn rite of his reception into the ministry is performed. 
It was pointed out that a student could serve as temporary supply of a charge 
which could not be otherwise supplied, preaching the Gospel, conducting services, 
and doing the ordinary forms of pastoral work, without having a Temporary License. 
It was recognized further that when sacramental acts such as the administration 
of the Sacraments, conduct of weddings, etc., needed to be performed, the student 
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supply ordinarily could request the assistance of a Seminary professor or other 
regularly ordained minister located nearby. By such a procedure the student 
could enjoy additional advantage through the guidance and example of the older 
ordained man, while he could continue to look forward to the day when his om 
status as an ordained minister would qualify him to perform those acts hinself. 
When, in exceptional cases, a student supply is serving a charge so far from 
another pastoral charge in our denomination as to make this arrangement 
impracticable, our Symod Presidents and the President of the Church would then 
look with understanding upon an application for Temporary License. 


I would strongly recommend that General Council adopt the foregoing 
paragraph as a statement of policy for our present guidance, and refer it to 
the Committee on Constitutional Matters for further consideratior and possible 
incorporation into our By-Laws. 


The same considerations would seem to have some bearing on the 
instances in which Seminary Seniors are planning to proceed immediately to 
pursue graduate study. Shall they be considered eligible for ordination 
immediately upon graduation from seminary, or shall they be encouraged to defer 
ordination until they are ready to assume full-time pastorates with us? If they 
plan to enter upon an Evangelical and Reformed pastorate near some graduate 
school, incidentally taking advantage of its proximity to continue their studies, 
the matter of their ordination would not occasion any serious question. In 
instances, however, where they plan to study at graduate centers where it is 
most likely that any student pastorates they may serve will be pastorates in 
parishes of other denominations, there may be at least some question as to the 
advisability of our encouraging their ordination immediately upon graduation 
from seminary. To do so will possibly lay the foundation for the establishment 
of a multiple-standing ministry to which the next section of this report is 
addressed. We desire, of course, to encourage our young men (and women) who 
wish to pursue their studies beyond seminary graduation. Could we do this just 
as effectively in the category of situations just referred to by encouraging 
them to qualify for Licensure, which would give then their iritial professional 
standing with us, and then grant them Temporary License year by year until their 
graduate study was completed? This procedure would authorize them to carry on 
all the work of the pastorate, the administration of the Sacraments included, 
but would defer their ordination until school days were ended and until they 
would be sure in their own minds that they would be serving out their lifework 
in the ministry of our Evangelical and Reformed Churches. An expression of 
General Council's judgment on this matter is desirable. 


Multiple Ministerial Standing 


The question of ministers holding their official standing with us but 
now serving in pastorates or other work with other denominations has been before 
us on previous occasions. It was confronted again by the Administrative 
Committee in its meeting on December 8. In giving its answer to the question 
which one of our younger ministers had raised, the Committee expressed the 
following sentiment: 


"All of us are reluctant to draw lines too rigidly. However, the 
Administrative Committee is unanimous in feeling that we do not want to 
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encourage the practice of ministers maintaining dual and even multiple standing 
in the ministries of more tnan one denomination. It is our feeling that if a 
man comes into our ministry he ought to come into the fullest and most undiluted 
relationship with our Communion when he begins service in it, and that by the 
same token when a man who has been in our ministry enters service of any sort in 
another denomination he ought to transfer his ministerial standing to that 
denomination. Ye have felt that there is a sense in which the taking of this 
position is entirely in keeping with a principle which once was worded by the 
Master when he said, 'No man can serve two masters'!. If and when the time comes 
that a man who has left us honorably wishes to reenter our ministry either in 
the pastorate or in some specialized service he should feel assureä that there 
would be no difficulty in arranging for the return of his ministerial standing 
50 us," | 


I strongly recommend that the General Council adopt the foregoing 
statement as a policy by which we may deal with this question if it should arise 
in the future. 


Pastor's Moving Expense Pool 


General Synod authorized the General Council "to create a moving 
expense pool to cover moving expenses over %500.00 of pastors, exclusive of 
National Missions workers". This matter was referred at our September meeting 
to the Committee on Finance and Budget. Subsequently, at the December 8 
meeting of the Administrative Committee a further reference was made to the 
Commission on Church and Yinistry. It has become evident that we will confront 
some very real problems in setting up and administering such a pool. Already a 
number of requests have come from pastors or congregations asking if they would 
be eligible for assistance from this pool. In addition to whatever plan is 
adopted for the creation, replenishment and administration of this fund, General 
Council will have to determine whether its provisions shall be made retroactive 
to movings which have taken place since January 1, 195lı when the new triennium 
began. In addition, we shall have to make it clear whether this fund is to apply 
to the transportation of the minister and his family as well as to the expense of 
moving his household goods. This question has already been raised by one of our 
congregations. 


Handling of Student Loans 


At the present time a student makes application for financial aid 
through the synodical Committee on Church and iäinistry to the President of the 
Church who will refer the applications to the Committee on Student Care 
established by the new Commission on Church ard Ministry. All such applications 
are given careful review annually by the Committee, and allocations based on its 
recommendations are then transmitted in lump sum by the Treasurer of the Church 
to the treasurers of the Synods. The student is expected to sign a note in the 
amount of the loan granted to him or her for the current year. Presumably an 
additional note must be signed by the student in each subsequent year as 
additional allocations of aid are granted. These notes are to be retained by 
the Synod under whose care the student continues during his or her student days; 
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but upon graduation from seminary the notes are to be sent to the Treasurer of 
the Church. The Treasurer of the Church is responsible for holding these notes 
until each recipient has served in our ministry, 10 years in the case of a young 
man and 5 years in the case of a young woman, at the end of which period the 
student'!'s notes are to be cancelled. If a recipient of student aid, after 
graduation, fails to serve tne minimum of 10 (or 5) years in our ministry, the 
amount the student has received is to be collected by the Treasurer of the Church. 
In the case of a young woman the requirement reads: "In the event of fewer years 
of service, a proportionate percentage of the loan shall be cancelled". 


We are indebted to President Martin P. Schroedel of South Illinois 
Synod for the following observation: "As you know, Synod depositories are fluid. 
It seems to me that it would be a better procedure to have the notes denosited 
with the Treasurer of the Church, as the students sign the notes each year. In 
this way there would be a central check on the uniformity of procedures.!" It 
seems to me that General Council might well take advantage of this observation 
and prescribe that hereafter these notes immediately upon their having been 
signed should be sent to the Treasurer of the Church. 


European Applicants for Privilege of Call 


In my files at the present time is correspondence from two young 
ministers now residing in Switzerland. They wish to come to America and to enter 
our ministry. Similar sitwations are likely to occur involving applicants from 
Germany and Hungary. There are a number of problems involved, and altogether 
aside from any concern to be of assistance to such men themselves, it is 
conceivablie that some of them would be real assets in meeting the pastoral needs 
of some of our German or Hungarian speaking congregations. While neither of the 
two men now under consideration have mentioned this factor, it could develop that 
some worthy men need financial assistance, first of all, in getting to this 
country. I do not know that we can wisely open ourselves to obligations of this 
kind. But, assuming that they have the means to get here, there are a number of 
other problens. 


For one thing, their Applications for Privilege of Call cannot be 
handled as such Applications usually are, since they are not available for 
conference with and examination by synodical Boards of Examiners. Our only 
recourse at this point is to correspond with European (and occasionally American) 
churchmen whom they give as references. Assuming that by this procedure they are 
granted Privilege of Call, and that they have the means of coming to America, 
there are further problens. 


Even though they have good use of the English language, they need two 
things, it would seem to me. They need a senester, better yet a full year, in 
one of our seminaries to get what the curriculum would offer in the way of an 
understanding of American church life and practice and theological thinking. 
They need also time, which might be found concurrently with this period of 
orientation and study in one of our seminaries, in which to look over, and be 
looked over by, charges in which they might find useful pastorates. For the 
duration of this period they are likely to need financial support at least in 
part. Vie ought to have some regularized procedure to handle such cases, and I 
recommend that this matter be referred to the Commission on Church and Ministry 
for study and report. 


Report of the President, February 16, 1951 2. 


So-Called "Wooden Church Crusade! 


Shortly after I assumedoffice I received a long telegram which I 
learned later was sent also to other denominational executives from Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., radio commentator. It urged that we become sponsors of a plan to 
erect a chain of "simple houses of God" along the "Iron Curtain", and suggested 
that each denomination seek to build at least one such church at a cost 
approximating %25,000. Inquiries received since then, and information secured 
through National Council of Churches channels, indicates that the Lewis apypeal 
is related to the so-called !"Wooden Church Crusade, Inc.," which appears to have 
been promoted beginning around mid-1953 by a group of mid-west businessmen. 

Dr. Wynn C. Fairfield, of Church World Service, reported that Cardinal Spellman, 
as well as Protestant leaders such as Dr. Samuel M. Cavert, general secretary of 
the National Council, and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United 
Lutheran Church, have all refused to sponsor this progran. I recommend that 
this General Council endorse and approve the reply which Dr. Cavert telegraphed 
to Mr, Lewis's request, which was as follows: 


N"Protestant Churches of America have been active continuously 
since 1915 in helping German Christians rebuild places of worship, 
and in addition to furnishing food, clothing and medical supplies 
estimated at many millions have already helped rebuild hundreds of 
churches or emergency houses of worship. If German Evangelical 
Church requests American churches supply additional funds for 
building wooden churches we shall make every eifort to meet request. 
We believe it sound procedure for church contributions to be handled 
through churches themselves, which have appropriate channels for such 
purposes in Church World Service and National Lutheran Council. 
Believe I should work through these official church agencies rather 
than other organizations." 


Washington Office, National Council 


We had been contributing #100 per year to the support of the 
Washington Office of the National Council of Churches. Request was made of us 
and of other denominations to increase that support. By agreement we authorized 
a contribution of $500 for 1953, continuance of this or an increase of it in 
succeeding years to be contingent upon a similar response from other 
denominations. We are now informed that other denominations have made 
substantial increases. In keeping with this development and with the action of 
General Synod (Minutes, 1953, page 285) I recommend that our contribution be 
increased to a minimum of 5600 or as much as 5750, the amount which had been 
requested. 


!Memo" and "The Ecumenrical Review!" 


In this connection it should be noted that the time has come to revise 
the list of those to whom "Memo", bi-mornthly newsletter of the Washington Office 
of the National Council, and "The Ecumenical Review", quarterly magazine 
published by the iorld Council of Churches, should be sent. An annual 
contribution of %600 to the Washington Office of the National Council will 
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entitle us to a mailing list of 90 names at no additional cost. I recommend that 
Memo!" be sent to members of the General Council, of the Committee on Closer 
Relations With Other Churches, delegates and alternates to the National Council, 
the presidents and lay representatives on the synodical councils of our 34 
Synods,- a total of approximately 111 names; and that the subscriptions not 
provided by our contribution to the National Council be paid from the Contingent 
Fund. 


"The Ecumenical Review!" can be most appropriately provided for members 
of the General Council, delegates to the World Council, the chairman of our 
Committee on Closer Relations With Other Churches, and the Presidents Emeriti of 
the Church,- a total of 26 names at %3.00 each per year. I recommend that this 
subscription list be approved and the President authorized to enter it at the 
World Council office. 


Expenses for National Council Representatives 


A goodly number of our people are serving in various divisions, 
departments and committees of the iiational Council of Churches. ilhen these 
persons serve as representatives of Boards, Commissions, or agencies of our 
Church, there is no problem with regard to their expenses since that can be 
charged to whatever official denominational group they represent. Further, 
there are occasions when some of us are asked to serve on special committees of 
the National Council of Churches, such as my own appointment in 1951 to serve 
on the special committee which dealt at that time with the proposal for an 
Ambassador from the United States to the Vatican. My expenses in that instance 
were chargeable to the National Council. Occasionally, however, there arises 
an instance such as a most recent one in which one of our pastors was asked to 
serve on the General Committee of the Department of Worship and the Arts in the 
Division of Christian Life and Work, in which case no vrovision could be made 
by the National Council for his expenses and no authorized way was apparent for 
providing his expenses from denominational funds. I corresponded with the 
National Council as long as two years ago on this problem and did so asain when 
the question came up with respect to this pastor's expenses. In reply to my 
inquiry Dr. Samuel M. Cavert, General Secretary, wrote on Üctober 2, 1953 as 
follows: 


"Your letter of September 25th, raising the auestion whether one 
of your pastors serving on a department in the Division of 
Christian Life and liork can get his expenses paid, raises a 
question which we have never keen able to solve. There are about 
three thousand people who are serving on some committce of some 
department or division in the National Council. It would be an 
obvious impossibility for the National Council to assume 
responsibility for all of these people at all meetings. Over 

the years a plan has been developed in most denominations in 
which the denomination covers the travel of its representatives 
in attending meetings of the General Assembly and of the General 
Board. In the case of most of the members of the executive boards 
of divisions, they are predominantly executives of denominational 
boards and agencies and are able to charge their travel expenses 
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to those denominational agencies on the assumption that they are 
representing those agencies in important responsibilities. In 

the case, however, of departments within divisions (such as the 
Department of Worship and the Arts, to which your pastor refers) 

no plan has been developed for paying expenses. This means that 

the attendance is fairly poor in many cases, and insofar as this 
results in a rather casual connection between the department and 
many of its members, we have to admit that it is not very 
satisfactory. I wish I knew some better answer which I could give." 


The President of the Church ought to have some directive in this 
matter. It is obviously to our credit when a layman or minister of our Church 
is asked to serve in any capacity in connection with the National Council. It 
is just as obvious that placing such a layman or minister at the service of the 
National Council is a contribution we can make to the ecumenical movement in 
general and to the vitality of American church life. It is quite apparent, 
however, that we could not devote unlimited funds to the expenses of such 
representatives of our Church in the activities of the National Council. If it 
turned out that these cases would be relatively infrequent and the demands upon 
our resources, therefore, relatively small, I believe we ought to be prepared 
to underwrite the expenses of persons from our Church serving in various 
capacities in the National Council and whose expenses are not provided for by 
any Board, Commission or agency. Probably what we ought to do would be to 
attempt for the present to do this, and then if the demands upon us become too 
great, lay down some protective restriction. 


Strengthening Synodical Committees 


One of the weaknesses which has been felt in the functioning of our 
denominational life has to do with the synodical committees which are the 
counterparts of the Boards, Commissions and agencies of the General Synod. In 
many instances these committees have done little more than prepare and present 
a report at the spring meeting of the Synod. It is obvious that if the Zonal 
Plan is to be effective in the way contemplated originally, a great deal of 
planning and promotion has to be done by the synodical committees on those 
causes represented in each Synod in successive years through the Zoning Plan. 

At the Conference of Synod Presidents and at the meetings of some of our Boards 
the possibility was discussed of a Board, Commission or agency calling a general, 
denomination-wide conference of synodical committees or at least their chairmen; 
or calling into conference those synodical committees or at least their chairmen 
who are involved in a given year through the Zoning Plan. I believe we should 
encourage some step in this direction and we can begin by referring it with 
favorable recommendation to the Committee on Correlation and Promotion. 


Schedule of National Meetings 


From a number of sources has come the suggestion that we ought to 
schedule our various larger meetings which call for denomination-wide attendance 
so that there are not too many of them in any one year. The pressure was felt 
particularly in 1953 in which the meeting of our General Symod, the National 
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Conference on Christian Education, and the Quadrennial Convention of the Women's 
Guild all occurred. The alternating of these meetings is complicated somewhat 
by the fact that the General Synod and the Women's Guild are bound by their 
constitutions to triennial and quadrennial meetings respectively. Some have 
dismissed the matter on the ground that "it would only be once every twelve years 
that the situation which has existed in 1953 would occur again." It is a matter, 
however, which deserves further consideration and should be referred to the 
Committee on Correlation and Promotion, 


Liaison Needed in World Service 


We have now recognized that a ministry which began as an emergency 
service to world-wide need has become a part of the long-term program not only 
of our Church but of all the churches. The fact that the ministries of World 
Service in many areas of human need will be exercised at home as well as abroad 
means that this agency will be at work in the same geographical areas where the 
Boards of National and International Missions are also at work, It is almost 
inevitable that there could be overlapping and duplication in the approaches 
made to human need by these three agencies. It is just conceivable that some 
confusion as to proper responsibility might develop, that the operations of one 
agency might intrude on the prerogatives of another. It is my recommendation 
that the General Council request the Chairman of the Commission and the two 
Boards and the Executive Secretaries of all three to study this problem and 
propose some plan for effective cooperation between then. 


Ecumenical Institute 


One of the significant events incident to the meeting of the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, August 15-31, is the plan 
for the holding of the "Chicago Ecumenical Institute", August 2-13, Twelve 
theological seminaries in the Chicago area are cooperating in arranging this 
Institute. Its purpose is announced as "study of the Christian faith, with 
special attention to the issues of Biblical theology and thought which are 
important for the ecumenical movement. Registrants will have direct and close 
contact with notable and influential leaders of churches in Europe, Asia and 
Africa." That a goodly number of our people will be interested in taking 
advantage of this opportunity is evidenced by the fact that by February 1 five 
persons had already written to my office informing me of their intention to 
attend. The Chairman of the Commission on Church and Ministry, in a great act 
of faith in both our people and the General. Council, has made tentative 
reservations for 30 Evangelical and Reformed students. He is very hopeful that 
General Council will authorize the offering of some measure of subsidy to those 
who are interested enough to want to attend. I believe we should look upon his 
proposals with favor. There is a sense in which this Institute is the most 
significant Christian education enterprise in America in 195. 


A Legacy for Aid of Ministerial Students 
Our Board of Christian Education and Publication is now beneficiary of 


a legacy originally left to the Board of Christian Education of the Reformed 
Church in the United States for the purpose of aiding worthy students who are 
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preparing to enter the ministry. Monies received since 1938 as a result of this 
legacy now total $4,640.91. The conditions specified in the bequest are such 
that no beneficiaries have been designated up until now. The income has been 
held by the Board in what it designates as a "Special Purpose Fund". The Board 
now reports to the General Council that it "will be glad to dispose of this fund 
in whatever way the General Council recommends". I call General Council's 
attention to one section of the will establishing the trust from which this 
income is received: 


"(g) I direct that every student who is selected to receive 
 assistance in accordance with the above mentioned provisions 
shall, before receiving such aid, be required to declare in 

writing his belief in the following declaration of faith: 


t(1] believe that the Bible, composed of the Old and New 
Testament, is inspired of God, and is of supreme and 

final authority in faith and life, 

I believe in the supernatural as the vital element in the 
revelation and operation of the Christian Faith. 

I believe in one God eternally existing in three Persons, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

I believe that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary, and that He is true God and true 
man, the only and sufficient mediator between God and iian. 

I believe in the personality of the Holy Spirit, that his 
ministry is to reveal Christ to men in the regeneration and 
sanctification of their souls. 

I believe that man was created in the image of God, and that 
he sinned and thereby incurred spiritual death. 

I believe in the vicarious death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
for our sins, in the resurrection of his Body, His ascension 
into Heaven, and His Personal and visible future return to 
the earth, and that salvation is received only through per- 
sonal faith in him.'!)" 


General Council should consider whether it wishes to impose upon any 
of our students for the ministry any doctrinal requirement more rigid than is 
implied in the statement on doctrine in Section 3 of the Constitution and in the 
Form for Licensure to which every student must subscribe before he may be 
licensed and ordained in the Evangelical and Reformed Church. If General Council 
is not inclined to press upon our students such a rigid doctrinal statement as is 
contained in the will referred to, it would seem that steps ought to be taken to 
eliminate our Board from among the beneficiaries of this estate. 


The Case of Dr. Friedrich Herzog 


The case of Dr. Friedrich Herzog has been under consideration since as 
long ago as October 3, 1952. At that time Mission House Theological Seminary 
contemplated calling Dr. Herzog to the Chair of Systematic Theology. The problem 
lay in the fact that Dr. Herzog had been ordained by a committee of the so-called 
Eureka Classis. The original proposal of Dr. Goebel and the Administrative 
Committee had been to require re-ordination of Dr. Herzog by the appropriate 
Synod of our Church. On July 23, 1953 at the spring meeting of Dakota Synod 
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Dr. Herzog gave formal assent to the dectrinal position of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, whereupon the Synod "duly authorized him to preach the Gospel, 
administer the sacraments, and enjoy all the prerogatives of a minister of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church." On October 6, 1953 the Administrative 
Committee "agreed that in view of these circumstances the regularization of 

Mr. Herzog's status as a minister of our Church was warranted. A motion 
prevailed that the Administrative Committee is willing to accept the affirmation 
of assent to the doctrinal standards of the Evangelical and Reformed Church made 
by Dr. Friedrich Herzog before Dakota Synod in session July 23, 1953; and to 
recogrize this his act and the act of Dakota Synod in accepting his affirmation 
of assent, these acts together, as affording substantial and sufficient grounds 
for the issuance to Dr. Friedrich Herzog of a certificate of ordination in the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church dated the same, July 23, 1953." 


When this action was reported to Dr. Herzog and the President of 
Mission House, Dr. Herzog objected and his objection had considerable sympathetic 
support from the Fresident and members of the faculty at Mission House. 
Dr. Herzog's position was that at the time he was ordained, altogether aside from 
the persons on the ordination committee or the status of the group which they 
represented, his ordination vows were made ultimately and fundamentally not to a 
committee of men but to God, and that to submit to the issuance of a certificate 
of ordination bearing the date of his formal application before the Dakota Synod 
would be to compromise a status which he sincerely and conscientiously believed 
obtained between him and God from the time his original vows were made. 


On Sunday evening, January 2lı, 195h, I spent a full three hours in 
conference at Milwaukee with Dr. Herzog, Dr. Krueger, Dr. Gunnemann and 
Dr. Harry W. Baumer, who is chairman of the Board of Trustees of Mission House. 
I was exceedingly impressed by the cooperative spirit manifested by all four men, 
and the evident desire of all of them, including Dr. Herzog, to reach some 
solution which would satisfy his understandable scruples without at the same time 
compromising the position of the Evangelical and Reformed Church. A number of 
alternatives were proposed, to none of which I felt I could subscribe and yet 
maintain the integrity of our own discipline and our legal status as a 
denomination. It was finally my proposal that we revise the paragraph adopted by 
the Administrative Committee on October 6 so that it would then read as follows: 


"The Administrative Committee is willing to accept the affirmation 
of assent to the doctrinal standards of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church made by Dr. Friedrich Herzog befcre Dakota Synod in session 
July 23, 1953; and to recognize this his act and the act of Dakota 
Synod in accepting his affirmation of assent, these acts together, 
as affording substantial and sufficient grounds for recognizing the 
ordination status of Dr. Friedrich Herzog in the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church as of the same July 23, 1953." 


I recommend the adoption of this revision and the approval of 
Dr. Herzog's call to the Professorship, subject to final confirmation as the 
Constitution requires by the next regular meeting of the General Synod. I 
venture to add this observation, that the whole sequence of correspondence, 
climaxed in this long and serious conference at Milwaukee, has operated for the 
health of our Evangelical and Reformed Church in our relationship with Mission 
House and its constituency, has sacrificed nothing of the integrity of our 
denominational position, and may have opened just one more door looking toward 
the day when our brethren in the so-called Eureka Classis will be full 
participants in our fellowship once again. 
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Educational Institutions and the 20th Anniversary 


Dr. Stanger will doubtless be prepared to report more fully on plans 
for this year's observance of the 20th Anniversary of the merger of the 
Evangelical Synod of North America and the Reformed Church in the United States. 
I report here particularly an action taken by the Commission on Higher Education 
at its meeting, January 11-12, in this connection. The Minutes of the Commission 
read: "It was voted that the educational institutions of the Church should all 
consider having a 20th Anniversary celebration of some kind around the 17th of 
October, 19514". 


The choice of this week-end was made at my original suggestion. It 
was obvious that on the precise date of the anniversary, June 26, our acadenies, 
colleges and theological seminaries would be closed for the term. By October 1’ 
they would be in full swing again for the 1954-55 academic year. Moreover, as ] 
pointed out to the college presidents who made the original suggestion for some 
kind of observance, this October date could be related significantly to 
October 15 which is an anniversary as significant to those of the former 
Evangelical Synod tradition as it is to those of the former Reformed tradition. 
The former Reformed Church dates its beginnings on these shores from October 15, 
1725 when John Philip Boehm administered the Holy Communion to a congregation at 
Falkner Swamp, near Philadelphia. The former Evangelical Synod dates its 
beginnings from October 15, 1840 when Pastor Nollau was joined by others in 
establishing the Kirchenverein des Westens. It is my belief that an observance 
over the week-end of October 17, 1954, will afford our institutions of higher 
education an opportunity to put before the campus communities and the churches 
in the areas in which they are located the remarkable commitment to higher 
education which has been part of our common traditions not only since our 
respective establishments on these shores but actually from the time of the 
Protestant Reformation. General Council will want to express its appreciation 
to our schools for their interest in this observance and encourage them in 
. participating in it. 


Miscellaneous Matters 


A suggestion has been made that in the listing of congregations in the 
Year Book some method should be used to identify those congregations which are 
under the care of the Board of National Missions. It would be helpful to men 
who are casting about in their quest for vacant charges. It might serve to give 
our people generally a little clearer idea of how extensive the program of 
National Missions is. It might encourage churches bearing the National Missions 
designation to speed up the time of their going to full self-support,. The 
General Secretary of the Board of National Missions points out that some way 
would have to be found to distinguish "between congregations under our care but 
receiving no support from us and those which are being given direct subsidy." 
General Council may wish to recommend this idea to the Year Book Committee. 


Dr. Rest has made what seems to me to be a worthwhile suggestion, 
namely, that a small joint-committee representing General Council and the Synod 
Presidents should be appointed to prepare a job analysis of the duties and 
responsibilities of a full-time Synod President. 
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Approximately 400 copies of the volume, "Ministers of the German 
Reformed Congregations in Pennsylvania and Other Colonies in the Eighteenth 
Century", by the late Rev. William J. Hinke, D.D., Ph,D., remain unsold on the 
shelves of Heidelberg Press. The Board of Business Management would welcome 
some advice from General Council as to what disposition should be made of these 
volumes for which there seems to be little or no further market. 


The American office of the World Council of Churches suggests that in 
Christian "congregations across the country on August 15 the opening hymn, 
Scripture, and prayer of the opening service of the Assembly be used in 
commemoration of the Assembly of the World Council". I believe we can commend 
this suggestion to our people. A question was raised further "concerning the 
advisability of asking congregations to take a special collection for the benefit 
of the World Council of Churches or for a particular cause as, for instance, a 
new chapel at the headquarters in Geneva." The World Council office would like 
some expression of judgment from each denomination on this idea of a special 
offering on August 15. | 


Our Committee on Chaplains calls attention to the United Fellowship of 
Protestants as the agency through which young people from our churches serving 
in the armed forces can continue to cultivate Christian fellowship while in the 
service. Attention is called particularly to three attractive leaflets available 
at %.02 per copy which pastors or congregational committees can secure for | 
presentation or mailing to young people just before or shortly after they have 
entered the services. These leaflets may be secured by addressing the United 
Fellowship of Protestants, 122 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington 2, D.C. One of 
them is entitled "Say A Good Word!" and encourages a Christian young person to 
continue his or her life and witness while in uniform. A second, entitled "Stay 
on the High Road!!, encourages steadfastness in the face of temptations while 
away from home and also encourages taking advantage of the "character guidance" 
program and religious ministries which the armed services provide. The third 
leaflet is entitled, "Meet Your New Pastor--the Chaplain", and is obviously 
appropriate as an enclosure in the first mail from the home church a young person 
receives after entering the services. We ought to encourage the use of this 
literature. 


American Protestantism has just recently held the Fourth National 
Conference on the Churches and World Order. Our own denomination will be 
holding a Conference on the Christian and His Daily liork. Three ecumenical 
conferences are scheduled in America this year: the Evanston Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches; the Princeton meeting of the World Council of the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches; and the Third Assembly of the National Council 
of Churches in Boston next December. One problem is how to transmit the spirit 
and findings of such gatherings down to the level of congregational life. We 
are indebted to the Churchmen's Brotherhood, the Women's Guild, the Commission 
on Christian Social Action and other agencies for significant efforts they are 
making to meet this problem. They should be encouraged to intensify those 
efforts; but, in the last analysis, whether we succeed in doing this or not will 
depend on the alertness and devotion of our pastors. General Council will want 
to encourage them to incorporate the great findings and results of these 
gatherings in the thinking and commitment of our people. 


Again and again, in correspondence and in conversation, the question of 
the proper, honest and accurate count and reporting of the membership of our 
churches is raised. It is unnecessary to labor the uneasiness we all have with 
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regard to this question. It is a concern of the Department of United Promotion, 
to be sure, but it seems also to be an appropriate concern of the Commission and 
the synodical Committees on Church and Ministry. General Council may wish to 
refer this matter to them all. 


General Council will wish to take appropriate note of the fact that 
on June 8 Dr. Goebel will have attained the age of three-score and ten years, 
while on April 26 Dr. Richards will be 85 years of age. Vie thank God for the 
lifetime labors of both these men and for their continuing participation in our 
fellowship and work. | 


Requests for Approval of Elections and Appointments 


Approval of employment of Mr. Carl Bade, St. Louis, Missouri, as 
Assistant Director of the Voluntary Service Training Program, beginning June 1, 
195,. Salary, %3,600.00. Requested by Board of Christian Education and 
Publication. 


Approval of the election of Charles Theodore Bonos, Jr., Esq., Fort 
Washington, Pa., to the 3-year unexpired term of Paul H, Schulz, Esq., resigned, 
on the Board of International Missions. Requested by the Board. 


Approval of the election of the Rev. William R. Shaffer, D.D., 
Philadelphia, Pa., to a 6-year term on the Board of International Missions. 
Requested by the Board. 


Approval of the election of the Rev. Laverne R. Dauderman, Philadelphia, 
Pa., as Treasurer of the Board of International Missions, and to continue as 
Assistant Secretary. Salary, $l,200; rental allowance, %900. Requested by the 
Board. 


Approval of the election of the Rev. Robert J. Young, St. Louis, Mo., 
and Mrs. John B. Frantz, Pottstown, Pa., to 3-year terms on the Commission on 
Stewardship. Requested by the Commission. 


Approval of appointment of the Rev. Emil N. Krafft as a member of 
General Council's Committee on Finance and Budget, pursuant to his election as 
a member of General Council succeeding lir. Mackey. 


Approval of election of the Rev. Reginald H. Helfferich, D.D., as 
Executive Secretary of the Commission on llorld Service. Salary 6,000; rental 
allowance 51,200. Requested by the Commission. 


Approval of election as members of the Board of Business Management, 
the Rev. Henry I. Stahr, D.D., IL.D., L.H.D., Scituate, Mass., and the Rev. Emil 
H. Bassler, New Bremen, Ohio, both for 6-year terms; and Fred W. Heuermann, 

St. Louis, Mo., for a 3-year term. Requested by the Board. 


Approval of election of Mr. Clarence Deeg, Evansville, Ind., asa 
member of the Commission on Evangelism. Requested by the Commission. 


Approval of Corresponding Youth Delegates to the General Council of the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches: Robert Schwitzgebel, Canton, Ohio, Heidelberg 
sophomore, chosen by the Executive Committee of the National Council of the Youth 
Fellowship; and Kenneth Klingerman, Jeddo, Pa., University of Pennsylvania senior, 
chosen by the Executive Committee of the United Student Fellowship. 
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Vacancies to Be Filled 


Successor to Joseph R. Stine for 5-year term on Board of Trustees of 
Franklin and Marshall College. Dr. Distler recommends the re-election of 
Mr. Stine. 


Successor to the Rev. John N. Garner, declining due to ill health, as 
a member of the Judicial Commission. Suggest the election of the Rev. Harold C. 
Baer, Shamokin, Pa. 


Successor to the Rev. J. Alfred Fryer, dismissed to the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A., as a member of the Committee on Liturgics. The name of the 
Rev. R. Howard Paine has been suggested. 


Representative in the Department of Religious Liberty of the National 
Council of Churches. Mr. Mackey has been serving here. 


General Synod representative on Board of Directors of Women's Guild to 
fill the unexpired term (3 years) of lirs. Arthur Üi. Meyer, Chicago, resigned due 
to ill health. Strongest support is for Mrs. Theodore Wallace, Kansas City, 
Kans., who was a nominee at General Synod when Mrs. Meyer was elected. 


Iwo representatives on the Advisory Council of the American Bible 
Society. Dr. Lentz and Mr. Mackey have served us most recently, as has 
Dr. Kerschner on occasion in the past. 


Two Accredited Visitors to the Evanston Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches. Suggest: Dr. R. H. Helfferich, Dr. Partridge. Already elected: 
Dr. Arndt, Dr. Grauer, Dr. Vassady, the Rev. Paul E. Schmoyer. 


Committee on Program for Fall Neetings of Synods: Dr. Truman A. Crist, 
Dr. Otto R. Gerber, Dr. Paul J. Schlueter, Rev. Paul LE. Schmoyer, Dr. Florence A. 
Partridge, Dr. Silas P. Bittner. 


Three members of General Council to work with the Cabinet on 
Correlation and Promotion in making a study of the total program of the Church 
(G.C. Minutes, September, 1953, p. 14). Dr. Herbster, Dr. Rest, Mr. Bond. 


Election of a member of the Corporation of the Theological Seminary at 
Lancaster, Pa. Suggestion: R. Paul Smith, of Hagerstown, Nd. 


Assignment of members of General Council to attend meetings of the 
Boards, Commissions and agencies during the year following this meeting of 
General Council. 


We Are Moving Ahead 


| In the five months and a half since I have been President of the Church 
I have spent only 63 days at my desk. I have traveled in 9 states as far west as 
Kansas, spoken in 30 churches, and delivered 27 sermons and 16 addresses. I have 
accepted preaching engagements as they came, from churches large or small, 

churches afar or churches near to the location of my office. When I have gone to 
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a new area to preach I have generally urged the pastor to arrange some kind of a 
regional gathering either with the pastors and their wives or preferably with 
pastors and lay representatives of their churches; and my hosts have almost 
without exception gone all out in arranging these regional gatherings. As I have 
told them in accepting their invitations to preach, I have felt that I could 
better justify the time and expense involved (even though their churches were 
standing the expenses), if my visit could include some contact with the churches 
of the immediate area. 


It has been a wonderful experience. I am convinced that, with the 
establishment of the office of Administrative Assistant relieving the President 
of a considerable measure of organizational detail, it will become altogether 
possible for him to devote a great deal of his time and energy as a sort «f 
combination evangelist, counsellor, and visiting personification of the Church 
spelled with a capital "C". He will also have more time to assure that our 
denomination will be regularly and appropriately represented at interdenomina- 
tional gatherings. I have been impressed with one reaction not only of our lay 
people but of many of our pastors,- a reaction which I am sure is to the office 
and not to the man who happens to occupy it,- namely, that a visit from the 
President of the Church is an "event" of major significance. It suggests to me 
that our people have a sense of "Church" which, without having any affinity with 
Romanism, is at once sacramental, apostolic, holy, and one in the sense of its 
apprehension of both the world-wide fellowship and of the great tradition which 
streams back to the Apostles and our Lord. 


Since September 1st I have attended the meetings of four of our Boards, 
five Commissions, the Committee on Student Loans, and the newly-established 
Theological Committee. In addition, I have most recently been reading the 
reports of our Boards, Commissions and agencies as they will appear in the Blue 
Book for the Synods of 1951. They are now, I think without exception, organized 
with their memberships completed. One striking fact is the inclusion of an 
impressive number of new faces among the lay men and women serving on these 
official groups. The work being done, the programs being projected, bode well 
for our future. 


One additional symptom of denominational health for which we can be 
grateful is the fact that our three theological seminaries will graduate this 
spring approximately 75 seniors to replenish and expand our ministry:- 35 at Eden, 
28 at Lancaster, and eleven at Mission House. Note may well be taken also of the 
fact that since our September meeting eleven grants of Privilege of Call have 
been approved by the Administrative Committee subject to confirmation by the 
General Council. These young men have come to us unsolicited, two from the 
Congregational Christian Churches, two from the Evangelical Congregational Church, 
and one each from the Presbyterian, U.S.A., Baptist (northern), Churches of God 
in North America, one reinstated from previous standing with us, one each from 
the Reformed Churches of Hungary and Switzerland. I have interviewed several of 
these men personally and consider them of more than ordinary promise. Their 
desire to come with us doubtless reflects well on the nature of our denominational 
life. 


There is life and vigor, faith and a spirit of venture, in the mood of 
our churches and in our organizational structure today. I have a very strong 
feeling that if we are free from the possibility of external distractions, if we 
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are not now forced to mark time in the development of our internal denominational 
life, and if we do not have to divert the energies of our people and their 
leaders into other channels, this 20th Anniversary year may mark the beginning of 
a new burst of vitality and a new broadening of the vision of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. 


I am not unmindful of the ecumenical imperative which God has laid upon 
His Church in this generation. I rejoice with you all in the part He has 
permitted us to have in responding to that imperative. I am seeking, as I am 
sure all of you must be, His guidance in decisions which we must make in the very 
near future. I am convinced that we shall make our richest contribution to the 
life of "the whole Church throughout all the world" only in proportion as our om 
internal life is strong. I need not tell you that a major problem of church 
leadership today is that of achieving a nice balance between the claims of 
ecumenicity and the necessities of denominational effectiveness. I thank God 
for the blessings I have experienced in these first months in office and I ask 
your continued prayers that I may have His guidance in my work and the fullest 
possible measure of His grace to respond to that guidance as I should. 


Respectfully submitted, 


James E, Wagner, President 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON PERSONS GRANTED PRIVILEGE OF CALL BY ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE, OR WHO ARE APPLYING FOR IT 


The Rev. Leslie J. Carey, 67 Ellen Street (Post Office Box 371), New 
Brunswick, New Jersey. Age 39. Schooling: University of Pittsburgh; 
Heidelberg, Germany; Debrecen, Hungary; Princeton Theological Seminary; and 
Western Theological Seminary (M.Th. degree). Ordained at Chicago, 1943, by 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church. Can preach in English, Hungarian, German. 
Married, no children. References: Rev. Julius Paal, Rev. Arpad Beretz, 

Rev. Arpad George, Rev. Ladislaus Egry, and Rev. Bertram Sathmary. Approved by 
Magyar Synod. 


The Rev. Leonard J. Mettling, Tilden Nebraska. Age l6. Schooling: 
Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas, A.B.; Boston University School of 
Theology, S.T.B.; Th.D. residence work completed at Iliff School of Theology. 
Orgained in the Methodist Church in 1943. At present a member of the 
Congregational Christian Churches. Married, four children, two at home. 
References: Rev. GC. H. Moatz, Rev. Victor ll. Engelmann. Approved by the 
Committee on Church and Ministry of Nebraska Synod. 


The Rev. David E. Maugans, 1232 Elm Avenue, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Age 35. 
Schooling: Findlay College, A.B.; Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 
B.D. Ordained by the Churches of God in North America in 190. Recently 
Executive Secretary of the United Churches of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
Married, one child. References: Dr. Charles R. Zweizig, Dr. Truman A. Crist, 

Dr. A. M. Billman, and the faculty of Lancaster Theological Seminary. Approved 
by the Committee on Church and Ministry of Lancaster Synod. 


The Rev. Eugene W. Galantai (renewal), 310 Austin Avenue, S.W., Warren, 
Ohio. Age 31. Schooling: KReformed Theological Academy, Budapest. Ordained 
by the Presbytery of Kittanning in 1919. Can preach in English and Hungarian. 
Married, one son. References: Rev. Victor Racz, Rev. Louis Varga, Rev. Desmond 
Parragh, Dr. Stephen Szabo, Rev. Charles Papp. Approved by Magyar Synod. 


The Rev. Andrew C. Tunyogi, 6712 Jersey Avenue, Cincinnati 33, Ohio. Age Iı6. 
Schooling: Theological Seminary of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Transylvania, 
Rumania and Westminster College, Cambridge, England; Th.D. Debrecen, Hungary. 
Ordained by the Hungarian Reformed Church of Transylvania in 1933, at present 
member of Presbyterian Church, U.5.A. Can preach in English, Hungarian, and 
German. Married, two children. References: Rev. Bela Szigethy, Rev. Hilmer E. 
J. Neumann, Dr. Bela Vassady. Approved by Magyar Symod. 


The Rev. Paul Sebestyen, 1312 James Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan. Age 19. 
Schooling: Theological Seminary of Budapest, University of Budapest. Ordained 
by the Reformed Church of Hungary in 193lı. Can preach in English, German, 
Dutch and Hungarian. Unmarried. References: Dr. Stephen Szabo and Rev. 

Rev. Mathias Daroczy. Approved by Magyar Synod. 


The Rev. Robert G. Mickey, 617 \W. Lemon Street, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Age 35. Schooling: University of Denver, A.B.; Pacific School of Religion, B.D. 
Ordained by the Congregational Christian Churches in 1942. Married, one 
daughter. Since 1950 on the faculty of the Department of Religion at Franklin 
and Marshall College. References: Dr. Wagner, Dr. Charles D. Spotts, Dr. John 
B. Noss. Approved by the Committee on Church and Ministry of Lancaster Synod. 


The Rev. Wilhelm Friedrich Suetterlin, 59 Gäertnerstrasse, Basel, 
Switzerland. Age 2. Schooling: University of Basel; New College, Edinburgh. 
Ordained by the Evangelical and Reformed Church of Basel in 1953. Can preach 
in English, German, French. Not yet married, References: the Rev. President 
D. A. Koechlin, Basel; Dr. Markus Barth, University of Dubuque, Iowa (son of 
Professor Karl Barth). The Administrative Committee voted that lir. Suetterlin 
be granted Privilege of Call conditional upon favorable response from the 
persons whom he had cited as references. 


The Rev. Donald T. Floyd, 378 Walnut Street, Pottstown, Pennsylvania. 
Age 33. Schooling: Albright College; Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, B.D.; 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, S.T.M.; work toward doctorate, 
Temple University School of Theology. Ordained by the Evangelical Congregational 
Church in 1945. Married. References: Revs. John B. Frantz, Howard A. Kosman, 
Gilbert J. Bartholomew, Paul C. Scheirer, Glenn Flinchbaugh. Approved by the 
Committee on Church and Ministry of Philadelphia Synod. | 


The Rev. Elvin J. Groff, 1015 E. Broad Street, Akron, Pennsylvania. Age 32. 
Schooling: Franklin and Marshall College, A.B.; Lancaster Theological Seminary, 
B.D.; two years of graduate study Lutheran Theological Seminary, Mt. Airy, 
Philadelphia. Ordained by the Evangelical Congregational Church in 1916. 
Married, two children. References: Dr. David Dunn, Dr, Charles D. Spotts, 

Rev. Robert V. Moss, Jr. Approved by the Committee on Church and lüänistry of 
Lancaster Synod. ‚Privilege of Call issued Jaruary 15, 195lı on basis of a mail 
vote by the’ Administrative Committee. 

The Rev. Robert T. Adams, 23 Calumet Place, Buffalo 7, New York. Age 29. 
Schooling: B.A., Union College, Schenectady, New York; B.D., Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity School, Rochester, New York; now engaged in study for a Master's degree 
at the University of Buffalo. Married, two children. Crdained, May 1951, 
Monroe Association, New York State Baptist Convention. References: the kev. 
Paul E. Strauch, the Rev. H. Fred Zaugg, and the kev. Theodore L. Trost. 
Approved by the Committee on Church and Ministry, endorsed by the Synodical 
Council, of liest New York Synod. 
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The Rev. Emanuel Bach, 30 Museunstrasse, Brugg, Switzerland. Age 35. 
Willing to take steps to acquire United States citizenship. Unmarried. 
Schooling: Gymnasium, Aarau; Universities of Basel and Zurich. Ordained 
November 16, 1916, Evangelisch-Reformierte Landeskirche des Kantons Thurgau. 
Now pastor of the Reformed Church in Brugg. Can preach in English, German 
and French. References: the Rev. Charles Collins, Feldstrasse 7, Allschwil, 
Bld., Switzerland. Not yet acted upon by the Administrative Committee. 


SCHEDULE OF APPOINTMENTS - Dr. Wagner - September 1, 1953 to February Ih, 1954 


September 1-Ilı 
8 

9 

10 


29-30 


October 1-2 


Office 

Office 

Kingdom Service Conference, Cleveland 

ADDRESS 

Commission on Christian Social Action, Dayton 

SERMON - installation of Rev. F. Nelsen Schlegel 

ADDRESS, St. Louis, dinner honoring Dr. and Mrs. Goebel 

Evansville, Indiana 

TWO SERMONS, Bethei Church, Sunday morning 

General Council Committees 

General Council 

ADDRESS, public session of General Council 

a.m., Lancaster, Faith Church, SERMON, Hafer Memorial 

3 p.m., Reading, ADDRESS, Interdenominational Protestant Rally 

Office 

ADDRESS, Philadelphia E. and R. Ministerium 

Household moving from Lancaster to Philadelphia 

Office 

FAREWELL SERMON, St. Peter's, Lancaster 

ADDRESS, Lancaster Interdenominational Ministerial Association 

Office 

Office 

Attend Holy Communion, St. James Church, Havertown 

Office 

Cleveland, Administrative Committee 

Office 

ADDRESS, Hood College, Cornerstone Laying of New Chapel 

Hagerstown, SERMON, Christ Church, Eyster Anniversary 

Office 

New York, NCC, Division of Life and Work, Budget Committee 

SERMON, Price Hill Church, Cincinnati 

St. Louis, Committee on Student Loans 

Lancaster, Franklin and Marshall Board of Trustees 

a.m., SERMON, First Church, Schuylkill Haven, Keener Anniversary 

3 p.m., SERMON, Dedication, Christ Church, Leck Kill 

Office (half-day on 20th at Philadelphia Symod) 

22nd, Lunch with Presbyterian staff! and British guests 

Chicago, SERMON, Peace Memorial Church, Scuth Side Union E. and R. 
Reformation Day Service 

Cleveland, Division of Life and Work, NCC 

Cleveland, Fourth National Conference on Churches and World Order 

Office 

Cleveland, Conference of Synod Presidents 

Office 

LECTURE, Lancaster Seminary Seniors 

a.m., SERION, Meadville, Zion Church 

p.m., SERMON, area pastors, et al., invited, Reception afterward 

ADDRESS, York, regional Consistorymen's dinner 

ADDRESS, Ursinus College Founders' Day 

half-day in Office 

Cleveland, Board of International Kissions 

Office 

SERMON, Trinity Church, Greensburg, Re-Dedication 

Office 

Cleveland, Women's Guild Quadrennial Convention 

17th, Special Committee on Department of United Promotion 

19th, Commission on Church and Ministry 

Office 


Dr. Wagner's Schedule - page 2 


November 22 


23 
21-25 


27 
29 


November 30- 


December 1 


2-1 


25 

26-27 

28-29 

31 
February 1 
3-5 

6) 


9 

10 & 12 
11 

1 


a.m., SERMON, Central Church, Jefferson City, Missouri 

3 p.m., ADDRESS, Immanuel Church, Sedalia, Mo., followed by 1}-hr. 
question period (30 or 31 churches represented) 

1 p.m., Newton, Kansas, ADDRESS, area Consistorial conference 

St. Louis, Board of National lüssions 

ADDRESS, 2lıth, dinner meeting 

Office 

SERMON, Florin, Pa., EUB Church 


St. Louis, Commission on liorld Service 
Office 
rd, Philadelphia Council of Churches Committee on follow-up of 

Cleveland Conference on World Order 

a.m., SERMON, St. John's, Jackson, Mich, 

3 p.m., SERION, St. John's, Francesco, near Jackson 

evening, discussion with small group of pastors, wives, laymen 

Cleveland, Administrative Committee 

Office 

10th, conference with Dr. NceClure and Dr. Distler 

a.Mm., SERMON, Glenside Church 

3 p.m., SERMON, re-dedication St. John's (Hill), near Boyertown 

Office | 

15th, lunch with ür. Blake, Stated Clerk, Presbyterian USA 

15th, evening, SERMON, rededication, First Methodist, Lancaster 

Chicago, Theological Committee 

Chicago, Board of Investments 

Office 

Office 

Board of Christian Education and Publication, Philadelphia 

Office 

SERMON, St. James Church, Havertown 

Office 

Cincinnati, Commission on Higher Education 

Cleveland, Commission on Evangelism 

Office 

a.m., TWO SERMONS, Zion Church, South Bend, Indiana 

3 pım., ADDRESS, pastors, et al., from area churches, followed by 
reception, then dinner and 2-hr. discussion with perhaps a dozen 
or more pastors ard wives 

Chicago, Commission on Church and Ministry 

New York, General Board, NCC 

evening, ADDRESS, St. James Church, Havertown 

Office 

Milwaukee, THREE SERMONS, 9 and 10:30 Christ Church., 

3 p.m., Grace Church, installation of Pastor Huenemann with 
reception following 

5-8 p.m., Conference with Mission House representatives 

ADDRESS, pastors and wives of South lisconsin Synod 

Indianapolis, Commission on Christian Social Action 

Office 

Second Church, Harrisburg, SERMON, 90th Anniversary 

Office 

Office 

Office 


Cleveland, Joint Meeting Adm. Committee with Congregational Christians 


Office 
New York, NCC Committee on Assembly Program 


Chicago, SERMON, Immanuel Church, dedication 


27 Sermons, 16 Addresses, 63 days at office, 30 churches, 9 States 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 


To the General Council; 


The Secretary and the members ofhis office staff are appreciative of 
the opportunities for service afforded us and of the fellowship that is ours 
as co-laborers with God, Since Septenber 1, when one of our capable and 
highly experienced workers was called to serve in the office of the President, 
the personnel of our office has been reduced to three, It was natural that 
there should be some realigsnment of responsibilities, and all of us expressed 
a willingness to assume added duties, ilevertheless it appears that it may 
become necessary to increase the office personnel; time will tell, In the 
meanwhile, trusting in God for strength and guidance, we shall endeavor to 
serve as best we can, 


The 195lı Year Book 


Due to circumstances over which we had no control the publication date 
of the current Year Book was delayed an entire month, In spite of this fact 
the book seems to have been well received, and the sales have been almost on 
a par with those of former years, 


After securing competitive bids from scveral reliable printing concerns, 
the contract was again awarded to the Philadelphia house which has been 
printing the Year Book for many years, their bid again being the most advan- 
tageous in many respects, I am confident that few printing concerns would 
have gone to such lengths as did they in cooperatingz with us and in favoring 
us under very trying circwmstances, 


For the first time in the fourteen years that I have been editing the 
Year Book the Board of Business WHanagement!s Year Book Committee kindly 
released me from all business responsibilities in connection with this pub- 
lication, Their consideration in this respect was sincerely appreciated by me, 


The General Council in September authorized the reappointment of two 
committees to serve in certain areas of the Year Book work as occasion 
necessitates, The one is the Committee on Year Book and the other is the 
Committee on Statistical Forms. The personnel of these comittees as now 
constituted is as follows: Committee on Year Book-Rev. Oscar J. Rumpf, Dr. 
Laurence GC. T. Miller and Dr. WW. Sherman Kerschner, chairman; Committee on 
Statistical Forms--Dr. John R. C. Haas, Dr. Gottlieb Siegenthaler, Dr. Silas 
P. Bittner and Dr. W. Sherman Kerschner, chairman,. while these committees 
are not often called upon, their services, when reauired, are important. 

At the present time there are matters awaiting the attention of both com- 
mittees, 


Furnishing Membership [tatistics to Synods 


At the September 1953 meeting of the General Council the Committee on 
the Reports of the President and the Secretary oifered the following recom- 
mendation, which was acopted; 

The Council feels that it would be very helpful if at 
least menbership statistics, „ven in a less complete and 
accurate form, were available for the spring meetings of the 
synods. Denominational renresentatives find the use of 
membership statistics that are at least fifteen months old 
ineffective in presenting the review of the work of the Church, 


ae. 


I wish to report that such statistics as are available and designed to 
be of use to the denominational representatives will be forwarded to said 
representatives, should they wish them, about ten days before their visits 
to the synods assigned them, 


The General Council did not specify whether this arrangement was to 
be permanent or for this year only. It may well De pointed out in this 
connection that every syrnod president is in a better position to furnish 
the denominational representative with up-to-the-minute membership figures 
than is the Secretary. 


An Accurate Hembership Count 


At the meeting; of the synod presidents last November the group discussed 
the great importance of an accurate count of the membership of our congrega- 
tions, The feeling prevailed that the problem was largely that of educating 
those responsible for reporting the membershin, and that much ground work was 
necessary in this area, The General Council had previously taken action that 
a copy of Dr, Rest!s splendid pamphlet, "Membership in the I;vangelical and 
Reformed Church; An Interpretation and a Standard!' De enclosed with every 
packet of statistical material issued by the Secretary this winter, The 
synod presidents regarded this as a very wise and helpful measure, 


I wish to report that the matter was attended to with the greatest care, 
I also wish to acknowledge the ready cooperation of Dr. Fred C. Schweinfurth 
and the Commission on Üvangelism in furnishing sufficient copies ol the 
pamphlet to mail to every congrenation, Indications are that the booklet 
has been weil received by pastors and congregations, One pastor wrote me 
that he was desirous of securing sufficient copies to enable him to mail one 
to every member of his congregation, and especially to all new members 
received in the future, I am happy to recommend Dr, Rest's pamphlet to 
pastors and congrerations as onportunity affords, and I indulge the hope that 
a real effort will be made to report accurate membership statistics year by 
year. 


Membership Increase Goal 


The Commission on Evangelism has been holding before the Church the 
goal of a 20,000 increase in membership in this, the twentieth anniversary 
year of our life as a mergeä Church, Our congrezations will soon enter 
upon the holy season of Lent, which is comnmonly regarded as the most fruitful 
period of evangelistic effort in the catechization of youth and the ingather- 
ing of adults through vario:.s methods of commitment, What the results will 
be by Easter time cannot be foretold, The Commission on Evangelism would 
have our congregations ponder the solemn fact that Laster should not be the 
end of our ingathering, but rather should stimulate all of us to another 
extended effort leading up to Pentecost on June 6 and culminating in the 
Twentieth Anniversary Sunday on June 27, an eifort which will be a further 
challenge to the unchurched of every age to a solemn commitment of themselves 
to Christ and the Church, It is my heartfelt none that our membership 
records next year will show that the goal has been reached and, indeed, 
exceeded, 


A Neglected Rubric 
One of the most important and significant rubrics on the congregational 


statistical report form is the one which calls for the number of members 
communing at least once during the calendar year, There is no other rubric 
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in the entire report that is as frequently disregarded as is this one. Can 

it be due to a lack of system in keeping the record of members who commune? 
Certainly participation in the Lord's Supper can be regarded as the outward 
sign of an imward grace, and every congregation should regard it of sufficient 
importance to merit the adoption of some method whereby an accurate record can 
be kept, so that it will be a simple matter to make the proper entry on the 
report form, 


Because of the importance attaching to this item, and in order that 
there may be no blanks in the synodical statistical tables published in the 
Year Book, the office of the Secretary has been following the practice of 
striking averages of those communing during the previous year and then using 
those percentages to arrive at the number communing in congregations failing 
to make report on this matter. Self-evidently, this is neither fair to the 
congregations nor too accurate in giving the over-all picture of the number 
of members communing. Therefore I would suggest that at the spring meetings 
of the synods an appeal be made by the denominational representatives for 
cooperation in what is really an imnortant and significant matter, 


Reporting New Congregations 


One of the very encourasing features in our denominational life has been 
the large number of nei congregations organized under the impetus of the 
church building campaign of the Eoard of National Missions together with the 
encouragement and support accordea by the synods involved, In scanning the 
rosters of the synods it will be noticed that in a number of instances the 
names of such congregations are not listed, . These are not deliberate omis- 
sions on the part of my office, To my knotrleäge one synod with one new 
congregation and another with three are withholding the formal notices of 
reception until the final steps have been taken and the welcoming services 
held in connection with the synoi meetings this spring, This is as it should 
be, but, human nature being prone to forgetfulness, it would not be amiss if 
at the spring meetings the synods were reminded to send official documents 
of this kind to the Secretary as soon as possible, so that the rosters may be 
completed and the reception of these congregations may be announced through 
the Church papers, | 


Candidates for Full-time Christian Service 


The current edition of the Year Book contains the information that our 
synods have reported a total of 690 candidates for full-time Christian service 
as against 618 last year, Naturally, this does not mean that all of the 690 
are enrolled in theological seminaries, The number represents those of any 
age who are at some stage of preparation for Christian life service, All the 
synods but one have reported young people, in numbers ranging from two to 
fifty-two, who wish to dedicate themselves in Christian service as God may 
lead, The fact that 85 Evangelical and Reformed men and women were graduated 
from our own or other theological schools last spring is evidence that the 
spirit of the Lord is at work in the hearts and lives of our youth, and to 
Him we give the glory. 


Statistics of Giving 


AS Secretary of the Church I receive each year from the National Council'!s 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolences a printed form on which to 
summarize our total contributions according to the various rubrics employed by 
the Joint Department. These figures subsequently become part of the annual 


he 


stewardship statistics of 20 major denominations, of which ours is one. Under 
the heading, "Statistics of Civing" they are printed annually in the Year Book 
and the Pastor's Plan Book. 


The rubrics are not too weli adapted to the financial system of our Church, 
It appears to me, as it did to my predecessor, Dr. william Lk, Lampe, that they 
presuppose a unified, central treasury, which of course we do not have, with 
such aid as I call to my side, my procedure in filling out the questionaire 
is the same as that employed by !)r. Lampe. Tor the reason given, however, not 
all the contributions, from all sources, for current expenses and benevolences 
can be entered on the form, This may account, in part at least, for the low 
rating of our denomination among the 20 religious bodies represented in these 
statistics, Ä 


Extra-curricular Activities 


Certain interdenominational connections upon which I have not as yet 
presented any report may be of interest to the General Council, 


Some years ago, through the instrumentality of Dr. Lampe, I became a 
member of the Association of Statisticians of Religious Bodies of America, 
I attended the meetingsregularly as long as I was the official statistician 
of the Church, and for two ysars served as president of the Association, a 
post from which I resigned upon becoming Secretary of the Church, Since then, 
though still a member of the Association, I have been prevented by added 
responsibilities and conflicting dates from attending the meetings, Most of 
these have been held in Washington, D, GC. This has been due to the fact that 
ever since the Congress, thoough its Committee on Appropriations, saw fit to 
abandon the United States census of religious bodies, the Association has been 
trying to keep the matter alive, cherishing the hope that this nation-wide 
census may again be conducted at some future date, The last successful census 
of American religious bodies was made in 1926, 


During the five years that I served as secretary of the Hymnal Committee 
I enjoyed membership in the Hymn Society of America. This connection, which 
I have continuecd until the present time, has been a rich experience, Several 
years after the appearance of our new Hymnal I was accorded the privilege of 
reviewing it at the annual meeting of the Society, and in recognition of the 
contribution which the Hymnal made to Christian hymnody I was elected vice- 
president of the Society, 


At a meeting of the Society which was held three years ago one of the 
most eminent hymnolozsists in America said to me: "I still regard your Hymnal 
as the best among the Free Churches." Such a tribute is especially apropos 
at a time when our Hymnal is under fire in certain quarters of the Church on 
the ground that it contains too many nei hymns, with little or no appeal to the 
average Church-goer, To direct such a criticism against the Hymnal is to 
argue against one!s experience, for tnere was a time in everyone!s life when 
every hymn was neı and had to be learned, whether it was "Hear the Pennies 
Dropping" or "\lhere Cross the Crotwded Ways." The suggestion offered by someone 
that a committee be appointed to revise the Hymnal is at once unstudied and 
untimely. The most recent tribute paid to our Hymnal was the selection of 
Dr, Armin Haeussler, a member of the Hymnal Committee and the author of the 
handbook, ''The Story of Our Hymns," to serve on the international committee 
which is to prepare a revised edition of Julian's "Dictionary of Hymnology," 


er AR 


Turning to another field, I would report that I am an unofficial 
representative of the Church in the Philadelphia Chapter of the National 
Religious Publicity Council, This fellowship of representatives of the 
various denominations with their 1700 churches in anü about Philadelphia 
meets monthly to exchange ideas uron various phases of religious publicity, 
Since the organization is nation-wide in scope, I believe it would be 
desirable if leaders of our Church would take the initiative in organizing 
chapters in other areas of the country. 


Ministers and Gongrepätions 


In concelusion I should like to present the following data regarding 
ministers and congregations of our Church: 


Ministers 
Received into membereshj.p 
Rev, Robert George Mickey, Lancaster Synod 
Dismissed 
Rev. J. Alfred Fryer, Mercersburg Synod, to the Lansing, ilüich,., 


Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the U,S.A., February 9, 1951 


ev. Joseph D. Huntley_to the New York Conference of the GC - 
tiona Arsen Churches, February 5 iser « e Longrega 
Congregations 


Received into membership 


Memorial Church, Silver Hill, Lexington, N. C., Southern Synod, 
December 29, 1953 

New Friendship Church, Conrad Hill, Lexington, N. C., Southern 
Synod, Lecember 29, 1953 


Dissolved 


Peace Church, Curtiss, ilis., North Jisconsin Synod 


Changes in synod rosters 
Bast Pennsylvania Synod 


The Farmersville Charge has been made a two-point charge, its 
constituents being Arndt Church in Forks Toimship and St. John's Church 
at Tarmersville, 


The Dryland Charge has been discontinued, Zion Church at Bethlehem 
has been made a separate charge, while Dryland Church at Hecktown has 
been combined with 5t, Thonas Church near Bethlehem, formerly of the 
Farmersville Charg:, to constitute the Dryland-it. Thomas Charge. 


Lehigh Synod 


The Coplay-lickleys Charge has been discontinued, Trinity Church at 
Coplay and St. John Church at Mickleys having been made separate charges, 


me 


Southern Synod 
The Bear Creek Charge has bsen discontinued, Bethel Church near 
lit. Pleasant has been made a separate charge. Boger Church near Concord 
and St. James Church at iit, Pleasant have been constituted the Mt. Pleas» 
ant Charge. 
Respectfully submitted, 


W. Sherman Kerschner, Secretary 


February 16, 195], 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


ADMINISTRATION FUND OF THE EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 


_ OT FEBRUARY 1, 1953 to JANWARY 31, 19 


Receipts 
Guaranteed Monthly Advance S110,000,.00 
Refund - Miscellaneous Account 1.00 
Refund - Travel Üixpense General Synod lieeting 23.00 
Refund - Office Revolving Fund, Dr. L. W, Goebel 51,500.00 
and Dr. J. E. Wagner 300.00 1,800,00 


Balance in Bank - February 1, 1953 


Disbursements 


7I11,821.00 


6,856.73 


»118,680.73 


Salaries - Dr. L. W. Goebel (2/1/53 - 8/31/53) %5,250.00, Dr. J. E. Wagner 
(9/1/53 - Y31/5h) SL, 166, 66; Dr. Wu 5% Karsshnep 6, 208, ah and 


Dr. F. A, Keck %5, 916, 67 
Rent Dr. L. W. Goebel 5525.00, Dr. Je E. Wagner 5500.00 
Dr. W. 5. Kerschner {l, 025, 00, Dr. F, As Keck 51,025.00 
Social Security - Dr. F. A, Keck 
Pensions, Dr. L. wW. Goebel (5 months) 
Pensions, Dr. J. Rauch Stein (12 months) 
Pensions, Dr. J. Hs Horstmann (12 months) 
Pensions, Dr. J. N, LeVan (lı months) 
Office Account - Dr. L. W. Gocbel, President (2/1/53-8/31/53) 
Office Account - Dr. J« E. Wagner, president (9/1/53-1/31/5L) 
Office Account - Dr. W. S. Kerschner, Secretary 
Office Account - Dr. F. A, Keck, Treasurer 
Dre J; B» Wagner, Vioe-president, üxpense (2/1/53-8/31/53) 
" ‚„ Allowance 
Dr Ru “ Stanger, Vice-President, Allowance (9/1/53-1/31/5h) 
Travel Txpense:; 
Administrative Committee 
General Council 
Committee on Gorrelation and Promotion 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in U,S.A., 
Committee on Program - Fall Meeting of Synods 
General Synod 
General Council Representatives Synod Meeting 
National Conference on the Church & Economic Life 
National Conference on the Church & World Order 
world Council of Churches 
Church Union 
Revision Constitution & By-Laws 
Meeting of Presidents 
Student Loans Committee 
Theological Committee 
Church and Ministry Committee 
Sub-Committee on Church and }inistry 
Training Committee on Church and linistry 
Committee on Liturgics 
Miscellaneous Committees 


621,511.67 


3,075.00 
57.95 
1,000.00 
1,200.00 
1,200.00 
1100.00 
7,805.81 
5,816.18 


13,117.98 
22,333.86 


265.55 
350.00 
250,00 


1,288.80 


1; 092 „20 
90,75 
1,169.71 
110.11 
1331042 
2.003,37 
112.08 
781.88 
291.26 
120.67 
293.24 
651.81 
170.79 
215.97 
705.78 
86.01, 
66,31 
369.61 
225.32 


be 


Dr. J. P. Meyer, salary 
ij n N r rent 
SlL00 Blue Books to Synods 
Revision of Constitution and By-Laws 
5500 copies, Minutes of General Synod 
2500 j Sermons of Dr. J. E. Wagner 
Rent Safe Deposit Box - April 28, 1953 to April 28, 1954 
Auditing Accounts of Treasurer 
Consolidated Audit for 1952 
Court Costs in Liquidation - Peace Church, Garner, lowa 
Moving Expense of Dr. J. E. Wagner 
Legal Services 
Pension Premium - Dr. L. W. Goebel 180.00, Dr. J. E. Wagner 
4266,67 and Dr. W. S. Kerschner 8193.33 
Account Receivable 
Miscellaneous 
Bank Balance - February 1, 195lı - Overdraswn 


Accounts Receivable 


51,750.00 
375.00 
3,819.07 
87.110 
5,118.11 
1,227.89 
12.00 
1,250.00 
800.00 
1,000,00 
126,26 
1, 700,00 


1,210.00 
1,800.00 
331.68 120,201.36 
1.523,03 
»I18,680.73 


Dr. J. E, Wagner %1,500.00, Dr. W. 5. Kerschner S1,500.00, Dr. R. C. Stanger 5300.00 


Total %3,300.00 


APPORTIONMENT 1953 


Total Apportionment Receipts 
Monthly Guaranteed Advance 


Less Collection Fees on Checks 
Apportionment Surplus 1953 


CONTINGENT ITEMS ACCOUNT 


Balance February 1, 1953 
Apportionments 


Disbursements 


Allowance to Friedensbote for 1953 

Allowance to Lapja for 1953 

Board of Pensions and Relief for 18 Chaplains Premium 

for 1952 

Audio-Visual Aids, Film "By All Means!" 

Armin Haeussler, "The Story of Our Hymns!" 

Commission on Stewardship 

Transferred to Life Enlistment 

Travel Expense, Committee on Church 2 Hinistry 

Transferred to Vital Christian Living 

Study Committee Expense 

National Council of Churches, Committee on Religious Liberty 
Balance February 1, 1951 


82 ,766,226.08 
2,677,2h0.00 


5088,988.08 


60.78 


5 9,818.83 
50,000,00 
559,818,83 


512,850.00 
8,500.00 
2,593,33 


8,000.00 

805.21 
11,200.00 
1,500.00 

365 .Olı 
1,106.93 
1,75L.18 
1,000.00 542,974,.72 
| | “I6,5hh.11 


wi 


STUDENT LOAN FUND 


. $ . en 
Deficit February 1, 1953 76,065 .00 
Disbursements to Synods 570 ,204.146 
Receipts 
From Apportionments 870,000 .00 
From Board of Education, Ohio Synods 1,503.43 
From Refunds from Synods 2,150.00 
From Individual Churches 29,50 473,682.93 
Deficit February 1, 1951 " 2.521,53 
TQUALIZATION OF TRAVEL EXPENSE TO SYNOD CONFERENCES ACCOUNT 
Disbursements 
California Synod for 1953 & 91.03 
Dakota Synod for 1953 198.88 
Pacific Northwest Synod for 1953 111.67 
Texas Synod for 1953 1,192 .19 
"51,900.07 
Deficit February 1, 1953 901,25 
Receipts 
Apporbtionments & 2,000,00 
East Pennsylvania Synod 50.00 2,050.00 
Deficit February 1, 1951 s 751,32 


F. A. Keck, Treasurer 


Brief Minutes of the Joint Meeting 
of the Administrative Committee of the Evangelical and A>formed Church and 
the Advisory Committee of the Executive Committee of the Sseneral Council of 
the Congregational Christian Churches | 


Hotel Cleveland | 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 pm, 
Cleveland, Ohio 9 February 1951, 


Present: (renresenting the Acministrative Committee) Nessrs. Wagner, Chairman, 
Kerschner, Secrstary, Aigler, Herbster, Keck, Mueller, and Stanger; and 
(as chairman of the Committee on Closer Relations with Other Churches) 
Rev. Gerhard ‚/. Grauer, 


(representing the Advisory Committee) Rev, Arthur D. Gray, Chairman, 
Mrs. Calvert, Messrs, Anderson, Fifield, Talmage, and jheelock, with 
Hessrs. Horton and Buschmeyer, secretaries, 


Dr. Wagner was elected chairman for the morning session (Dr. Gray being 
later chosen chairman for the afternoon) and the undersigned was elected secretary, 


The secretary was then called upon to recite the events which had led to 
the call for the meeting. This he did by citing the action of the last meeting of 
the Congregational Christian General Council, the minutes of which were thereupon 
distributed to those present. The action referred to declared the continuing 
interest of the General Council in the proposed union, called for a joint meeting 

CoßE ngetings between the Executive Committee and the Evangelical and Reformed General 
envenient to the latter, asked that resolutions which had been received [ron 
the Massachusetts and New York Conferences be submitted to such a joint meeting, 
and suggested the drafting of a constitution for the proposed General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ, 


Copies of the Massachusetts and Wew York resolutions alluded to were then 
distributed to those present, 


Early in the course of the ensuing discussion Dr. Wagner made a statement 
as to the state of mind of the Evangelical and Reformed Church in regard to the 
proposed union. He spoke, among other things, of the let-down of interest due to 
the long delay, the fears aroused by the possibility of writing a constitution of 
any kind before the union is actually effected, the uncertainty as to whether the 
union would involve the entire Congregational Christian fellowship or only the 
General Council, the fact that the Congregational Christian Committee on Free Church 
Polity and Unity had not yet made its report, the dislike of losing a single church 
from either communion, the need of getting started on intradenominational programs 
without the complication of union negotiations, the shift of much Evangelical and 
Reformed thinkinz to a more Presbyterian conception of the Church, and the fact 
that the findings d the NewYork court had introduced new elements which would need 
to be cleared up. In short, it seemed to him that it would be a relief to his 
Church if it were decided not to resume negotiations looking toward the proposed 
union, 


Several of those present commented on Ir, ;lagner!'s statement, the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed representatives giving general assent to it and the Congrega- 
tional Christians thanking him for his courtesy and frankness, 


Now Dr. Fifield brought in a plan for a '"'covenant!' relationship between 
the two communions, This idea was new to most of those present, and Dr. Tifield 
promised to bring in a fuller description of it at the joint meeting of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed General Council and the Congregational Christian Executive 
Committee. 


u 


Each group now went to lunch by itself. 


Reconvened at 2 p.m. the joint group decided to postpone the meeting of 
the Evangelical and Reformed General Council and the Congregational Christian 
Executive Committee till Honday, April 26, the place to be Cleveland instead of 
Chicago, 


The joint group then decided to set up the agenda for that date by asking 
the secretary, Dr. Wagner, and Dr. Fifield to make initial statements very much as 
they had done at the present meeting, the whole group then to discuss the followi.ig 
questions, among others which they themselves might suggest: 


l. Shall the Administrative and Advisory Committees meet jointly from 
time to time in the future to consider the problems which have arisen in 
connection with the proposed union? If so, how frequently? 

2. What problems should be discussed? 

3. What report is now to be made to the two communions? 

In the course of the discussion, certain questions came up as to the 
interpretation of allegations made by the counsel for the General Council (Congre- 
gational Christian) in the course of the litigation. It was suggested that Wr. 
Mueller write directly to the counsel regarding these, 


The discussion was brought to an end with expressions of mutual thanks 
and appreciation, 


Douglas Norton, Secretary 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON CHURCH AND MINISTRY 
| to the 
GENGRAL COUNCIL 
February 16-18, 1951 


COMMISSION MEMBERS: Rev. Edward W. Brueseke, D,D., Chairman 
Rev. Henry S. Raab, Vice-Chairman 
Mr, Floyd E. Helier, Secretary 
Mr. Harold M. Baımler 
Rev, Albert G. Gonser 
Mrs. Hugo Schuessler 
Rev, Charles W. Schwantes 
Mr. Cecil D, Stargel 
Rev, Harold H. Wilke 
Rev, Calvin H. Wingert, D.D. 


The six original members of the Commission on Church and Ministry elected 
by General Council at Evansville, Indiana, in September 1953, met at Cleveland, 
Ohio, on November 19, 1953, in order to elect four additional members to the 
commission and to organize its work for the coming year, On January 18, 1951, 
the full membership of the commission with the exception of Dr. Calvin H. wingert, 
who was excused, met at the Bismarck Hotel, Chicago, Illinois, and further 
organized its work and considered its budgetary needs. The personnel of the 
commission is listed above. 


The committees and their respective personnel are as follows: 
I. Pastoral Relations, Rev. Henry 5, Raab, Chairman; Floyd E. Heller 
and Rev, Arthur W. Newell, D.D, 
II. In-Service Training, Rev, Edward W. Brueseke, D,D., Chairman; 
Harold M. Baumler and Rev, Eugene S. wWehrli, Ph.D, 
III. Student Gare, Rev. Albert G. Gonser, Chairman; Cecil D, Stargel 
and Rev. Richard A, Mensendiek, 
IV, Life Enlistment, Rev, Charles ij. Schwantes, Chairman; Mrs. Hugo 
Schuessler and Rev. Frederick W. Schroeder, D.D., LL. D. 
V. Chaplains, Rev. Calvin H. wingert, D.D., Chairman; Rev. Charles 
Enders, D.D., and Rev, Paul L,. Althouse, 
VI. Religion and Health, Rev. Harold H. Wilke, Chairman; Rev. Harold 
P. Schultz and Alfred Baur, M.D, 


The committee on "Religion and Health" has appointed an additional Advisory 
Council composed of the following persons; Rev. Fred C. Kuether, Rev. Merl 
Schiffman, Rev, Paul E. Irion, Rev, Robert K. Nace, Rev, Carl J. Scherzer, 

Rev, Theo. H, VanDyke and Rev, Louis C. Landgrebe, All committee tenures are for 
a period of one year, 


The committee on "Pastoral Relations" will study the possibility of 
developing more wholesome relations between pastors and congregations, The 
committee on "In-Service Training" will develop a program of refresher courses, 
preaching conferences, retreats, etc., for ministers and their wives, In 1954 
this committee will sponsor the attendance of thirty (30) of our pastors at an 
Ecumenical Institute in Chicago to be held in connection with the Evanston 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. It will also set up a number of 
5-day family canps for ministers and their families. It will continue the program 
of annual preaching conferences initiated by the Committee on Vital Christian 
Living. In cooperation with the Board of National Missions, it will subsidize 
the attendance of 5 of our pastors at the Congregational Christian jestern 
Summer School at Colorado Springs, Colo, Other committees, such as "Religion and 
Health" and "Pastoral Relations" will cooperate with the committee on "In-Service 
Training" in the presentation of their concerns, 
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The committee on "Student Care" will concern itself with all students 
who are under the care of synods and not only those who apply for student loahs; 
The supervision of the Church's program of student loans, however, will be 
definitely the responsibility of this comittee, One of the first specific 
projects assigned to the committee on "Student Care! is the development of a 
manual to guide synod comnittees in the whole area of student care, A special 
committee has already done some ground work here and our commission expects to 
profit by its study, 


The committee on "Life Enlistment" will continue to do pretty much the 
same kind of work done previously by a committee responsible directly to 
General Council, 


The committee on "Chaplains" is made up of the same personnel as the 
former committee on Chaplains, and it will contimue to work with the ministers 
of our Church who are in military service, At present this committee reports 
that we have 32 ministers in the military chaplaincy and that our denomination 
is eligible to supply two more, The committee on "Religion and Health" and 
its advisory council will explore the whole field of the many developments 
that are taking place in psychomatic medicine and "faith healing." It will 
also concern itself with the publication of pamphlets, such as "Comfort and 
Strength'' already edited by Rev. Harold P. Schultz. Hospital and industrial 
chaplains will also be related to the Church through the committee on "Religion 
and Health," 


Before too long it will probably be necessary for the commission to employ 

a full-time executive, but for the time being we are trying to find our way 
with a volunteer staff, In the very near future the commission will probably 
want to call a meeting or perhaps a series of regional meetings of all of the 
chairmen of the synod committees on Church and Ministry, We are exceedingly 
anxious that the responsible leaders of all of the 3lı synods cooperate very 
closely with our commission in its formative years, so that we may have the 
advice and counsel of those who know the local situation at first hand. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EDWARD W. BRUESEKE 


Chairman 
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FINDINGS ON DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE 
DAILY TALKS WITH GOD 


Pursuant to the action of General Synod, 1953, Resolution 7, page 261, Acts and 
Proceedings, | 


"The General Synod recommends that the Commission on Evangelism and other 
related agencies publish DAILY TALKS WITH GOD in a simple and more attractive 
format for distribution throughout the entire denomination. This does not 
mean that the publication in its present form shall be äiscontinmued," 


the Commission on Tvangelism, in conference with other related agencies, January 
12 and 13, 1954, approved the following recommendations that: 
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The Commission on Evangelism publish and distribute the usual Lenten 
Devotional Guide in 1955. 


The Board of Business Management (Eden Publishing House) print DAILY 
TALKS WITH GOD, beginning January 1, 1955, in two separate formats:; 


a) In calendar or easel style 
b) In a quarterly pamphlet 


The Board of Business iHanagement (Tden Publishing House) print several 
thousand copies of the devotional copy of the first quarter of 1955 
DAILY TALKS WITH GOD in pamphlet format to be distributed as a sample 
of the proposed issue for 1955 and ensuing years, 


The Commission on Evangelism, through the chairmen of Synodical Committees 
on Evangelism,bring this project to the attention of Synods at the Spring 
Meetings of 195h, present sample copy, or an attractive folder announcing 
the project, as also an order form for future subscriptions on a quarterly 
or an annual basis, 


The Commission on Evangelism defray all promotional costs in bringing 
this project to the attention of the Church during the year 1951. 


The quarterly to be issued as per sample (Exhibit A size I x 6, two 
color cover, 96 pages) at the following price scale:- 


1-99 copies, 20 cents each 
100-250 " 15 cents each 
25l-up " 15 cents each 


The Board of Business Management (Eden Publishing House) issue the 
devotional copy for the Lenten period 1956 (and in ensuing years or 

for such time as deemed advisable and necessary) in a separate pamphlet 
under the imprint of the Commission on Evangelism, for distribution to 
the membership of our churches not receiving the DAILY TALKS WITH GOD 
on a auarterly or annual subscription, 


An editorial committee be set up, composed of one (1) representative from 
the following agencies; The Board of Business Management, the Board of 
Christian Education and Publication, tke Commission on Evangelism, 
Department of Publication, Churchmen!'s Brotherhood, vwomen!'s Guild and the 
present editor of DAILY TALKS WITH GOD, to Getermine editorial policy, 
content, enlist writers, edit copy, and publish the guide for the year 
1956, and until such time as a more permanent policy for the guide is 
determined by the General Council or General Synod, 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON WORLD SERVICE 


TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 


Covering the year 1953 
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We finished the year of 1953 with World Service receipts of $596 ,171.73. 
This fulfills our $1,500,000 goal for the past triennium with $68,087.02 
oVerT. 


Because of the emergency situations in the world and because we felt 
the people who had given the extra funds would want us to show that 
they were used, we decided to send all of the overage along on its way 
of helpfulness on the Jericho Road. Just before the allocations were 
made, three fields - Poland, Hungary and Ozechoslovakia - opened as if 
by a miracle through the World Council and we took this opportunity to 
aid our churches behind the Iron Curtain. 


Full report of the year's work appears in the Blue Book. The overage 
funds were distributed as follows: 


Board of International Missions . . $19,000 
Te BR 33,800 
Europe and the Near East ..... 25,350 
Berlin, and behind the Iron Curtain 17,250 


Board of International Missions 


In the past trienniun, 20% of all funds available for work in the field 
were turned over to the Board of International Missions for their use 

in the area of World Service. This is the last such amount to be turned 
over in this way. I wrote to Dr. Ehlman about what they were going to do 
with this and the previous $79,597.49 of 1953. He was not able to give 

a firm answer. Action will have to wait until the meeting of his Execu- 
tive Committee in March. I suggested support to Dutch Bible Society work 
in Indonesia, assistance to Paris mission work in Togoland and an added 
gift to the Chinese College in Hong Kong. 


India - To set up Nagpur Co-Operative Dairy, using 
milk of water buffalo; sinking new wells; 
aid to Joseph John!s "Friend of the: Poor" 
farm project; to supply medicines, tools, 
seeds, animals $16,000 


Hong Kong -— Increasing our gift for fire disaster 
victims to $10,000 and, incidently, 
making it equal to the gift of the 
Roman Catholic Pope; providing funds 
for extending Chung Chi College for 
refugee students 10,050 


Korea -— Special gifts for Children's Hospital 
in Pusan and for New Hope Orphanage 
and help to YW work in Seoul 7,750 


Europe and Near East 


Germany - Extra aid to House of the Helping Hands; 
Gauting T.B. Sanatorium; welfare work 
among ill and aged and Heimathaus, 


Neufurstenhütte (all refugee projects) $9 ,000 
Austria - Aid to refugee pastors and people of 

the Reformed Church and to complete 

refugee student home 6,000 
France - To enable refugee students from East 


Zone Germany to study at College 
Cevenol and to provide care, medicines 


and self help equipment for refugees 7,100 
Greece - Help for Boys! Orphanage at 

Vouliagmeni 21,250 
Italy - Special help for Hungarian Reformed 

refugees 500 
Palestine - To supply Multi-Purpose Food for Arab 

refugees 1,500 


Berlin and behind Iron Curtain 


Germany -— Assistance to the Kirchliche Hochschule 
and refugees in Berlin; in areas beyond, 
aid to aged, children, mothers, students, 
pastors and to supply medicines and 


support printing 13,500 
Poland -— Aid to Reformed pastors and medicines 1,500 
Hungary - Support of homes for children and aged 

and Bethesda Hospital 1,750 


Czechoslovakia - Sending medicines for pastors and church 
workers 500 


There it is - $95,600 - already sent on its way of Christian witness 
through loving service, 


An Ohio pastor asked us, "If you had five times as much money, would you 
be able to use it in World Service?" 


Our answer, "At this moment we could use fifty times as much. Not only 
use it, but use it where it is needed and use it wisely and effectively 
to serve our brethren who have fallen on the Jericho Road." 


We sent a brief statement of use of these funds to our ministers in a 
pastoral letter, feeling it would help in securing their support for 
One Great Hour of Sharing, March 28. 


Attached is a copy of our 1954 Buy a Share folder outlining areas of 
need and techniques for local group and individual participation in 
meeting these needs, 


Included are sample copies of One Great Hour of Sharing materials. 
Your World Service Executive Secretary is chairman of the Planning 
Committee for this 1954 United Appeal of the National Council of 
Churches. He is also a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Managers of Church World Service of the National Couneil. 
A copy of the latest Church Worlä Service brochure is attached. 


On the recent four month World Study Tour the Executive Secretary 
represented our Evangelical and Reformed Church Commission on World 
Service, the Heifer Project, Ine,, and the Department of Inter-Church 
Aid and Services to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. He 
serves on the Board of Directors and Advisory Committee of the latter 
two organizations. For the Korean visit, he was given staff status 
by the United Nations Korean Relief Agency. Contact with govern- 
ments; United Nations; relief agencies; missions; Relief Committees 
of native National Councils of Churches; survey of accomplishments 

in relief and rehabilitation programs in 18 months since last trip; 
study of needs and set up of new projects; reporting to the various 
sponsoring agencies upon return and most important, reporting to 

our pastors and people made the tour a real part of our program of 
Worlä Service. 


At the request of the General Council, the World Service Newsletter, 
so splendidly and effectively produced by Dr, L. C, T, Miller, has 
been combined with the general promotional program and is now being 
edited by Dr. Carl Klein as Kingdom Service---World Serrice News. 


No report on World Service would be complete without an expression 
of the deepest appreciation to Drs. Carl Klein, Larry Miller and 
Perry Smith of the Department of United Promotion and the Symodical 
Committees on World Service and Kingdom Service and the pastors 
who in the last analysis are the true promoters of Kingdom work. 


We are all very busy, but rejoicing in this glorious work to which 
we have been called. 


Respectuflly submitted 


Reginald H. Helfferich 
Executive Secretary 


February 5, 1954 
St. Louis, Missouri 


An Opportunity to Serve 
Along Today’s Jericho Road 


COMMISSION ON WORLD SERVICE 
EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 


1720 Chouteau Avenue 
St. Louis 3, Missouri 


THE BUY A SHARE PLAN 


The Buy a Share Plan of the Commission on World Service of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church is designed to help war and famine- 
ridden people —many of them homeless, hungry, shivering and despairing— 
to help themselves. Individuals, church school classes and other organized 
groups are cordially invited to share in these rehabilitative ministries of the 
Christian Church. 

A share in a project or institution described below may be purchased by 
paying five dollars ($5.00) a month for one year. Send the name of the 
project or institution selected to the Commission on World Service, 1720 
Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis 3, Missouri. Remittances should be made 
regularly each month through the treasurer of your congregation. Shares 
purchased in this way will be credited upon your congregational World 
Service quota. 

Several geographical areas where World Service is carrying on a ministry 
of service and rehabilitation have been selected and are herewith listed. 
Brief descriptions of needs as well as suggestions concerning the manner in 
which these needs are being met are given. Participation in the support of 
these projects through the Buy a Share Plan is a most effective way of 
bearing the Christian witness in our troubled world. 

Dr. Helfferich personally visited and thoroughly investigated the projects 
listed. Each and every one deserves all the help we can give. 


Korea 


l. Tongnae—Rural Training Center near Pusan 


A bright haven of hope for 90 homeless’teenage girls from rural areas. 
Under direction of YWCA. Girls given vocational and homemaking train- 
ing. Returned to their home communities as suitable places are found. 
Center specializes in raising vegetables, pigs, chickens and rabbits. 

Because girls raise their own food, ten dollars per month will support 
an orphan teenager in this Christian center. 


2. Soonchon Orphanage, southwest of Pusan 

Little orphaned boys and girls are cared for in this lovely home estab- 
lished and operated by leaders of the Young Women’s Christian group 
of Korea. 

Two shares, or ten dollars a month for a year, will provide housing, 
clothing, food, schooling, vitamins and needed medical care for a homeless 
child in Soonchon. 


3. Pusan Children’s Hospital, Pusan 

GlIs in Masonic Club of Pusan established the Happy Mountain Orphan- 
age. So many children were ill that this Children’s Hospital had to be 
set up. It is the only hospital for orphan children in this city of over one 
million people. 

When Dr. Helfferich visited this hospital in 1953, ninety children were 
crowded in 28 beds in one ward—no running water—no electric power. 
E. and R. Churchmen’s Brotherhood is providing funds for a new building 
as a 1954 project. 

Two shares, ten dollars per month, will provide healing ministry for a 
child. 
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4. New Hope Orphanage, near Seoul 


Orphanage for several hundred children, built by members of our U. S. 
Air Forces. Fine buildings on a large farm outside of destroyed city. School, 
chapel, hospital, homelike living quarters—a real Christian home for chil- 
dren along the Jericho Road in Korea. 


Two shares, ten dollars per month, will make room for another child. 


9. Amputees 


There are almost 10,000 children in Korea who have suffered the loss of 
arms or legs in this terrible war. Bombs, infections and frost bite have 
. taken great toll in children’s limbs. Their condition is heart-rending. U. S. 
First Army Corps collected $77,000 to help Church World Service set up 
its work among these children, at Severance Hospital, Seoul—a surgeon 
and his staff; tools for making artificial limbs; training in use of them; 
general relief and care of sufferers. 

Five dollars a month, through the Buy a Share plan, will enable you or 
your group to lighten the burden that must be borne by these casualties 
in Korea. 


India 
l. Habra 


Largest refugee settlement in West Bengal. Not being able to help, Dr. 
Goebel said he felt like the priest in the parable of the Good Samaritan 
when he gazed at the thousands of refugees crowded in and around the 
great railroad station in Calcutta. Through the assistance of our World 
Service gifts these sufferers along the Jericho Road were moved to a co- 
operative farm and handicraft project in the country north of Calcutta. 


Tools, seeds, animals, poultry and training are provided with the help of 
World Service. 


Five dollars a month, or one share, will help a family help itself at Habra. 
2. Friend of the Poor 


An agriculture and trades center for landless farmers and refugee work- 
men in central India. Founded and operated by Joseph John and his physi- 
cian wife and a corps of trained teachers. Hundreds of our Indian brethren 
are saved Irom starvation and, after two years of learning by working in 
trades and on the farm, they are established on their own land, as self- 
supporting citizens of the new India. 

Two Communist agents, sent to wreck the project, were converted and 
stayed on to work in this practical method of preaching the Gospel. 

Shares of sixty dollars, five dollars per month, may be purchased and 
designated for the support of this project. | | 


3. Nagpur Dairy 

In the very center of India a cooperative dairy has been established 
under the Economic Life Committee of the National Council of Churches 
of India. The milk, rich in butter-fat, is provided by water buffaloes on 
this co-op farm and on the farms of individual members. The milk is 
processed, bottled and delivered from door to door in the city of Nagpur. 
The mark of the Christian Dairy Co-Op is recognized as a symbol of 
excellence. 
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Two graduates of the Allahabad Agricultural Institute dreamed of estab- 
lishing this dairy to help their Indian brothers who were helpless on the 
Jericho Road. E. and R. World Service helped make that dream a reality. 


Sixty dollars, five dollars per month, will provide a milk producing water 
buffalo to help solve the starvation problem in India. 


Pakistan 
l. United Christian Hospital, Lahore 


When Pakistan was separated from India, part of Forman College was 
converted into an emergency hospital by Church World Service. "That 
hospital is now one of the finest in this Moslem country. The only still to 
provide intravenous fluids in all Pakistan was sent there by our World 
Service. The Women’s Guild designated part of its Thankoffering gift to 
World Service to open a hospital ward and provide a nurses’ center for the 
scores of Christian young people who are studying for the nursing pro- 
fession there. 


Five dollars a month will provide food for a student nurse until she has 
graduated and gone out to serve along that part of the Jericho Road. 


2. Cooperative Farm 


Closely related to the United Christian Hospital, Technical Assistance 
Program, and Forman College is a Cooperative Farm project that is helping 
the great concentration of some 119,000 Christians in the area to become 
self-supporting. World Service supplied chickens and hybrid seed corn 
and other assistance last year. 


Five dollars per month will help a dispossessed Christian farm family 
to self-support again. 


Palestine 
l. Jordan Valley Boys’ Camp near Jericho 


The basic needs of the 600 boys in this camp are met by the United 
Nations. Provision for clothing, health services, educational and moral 
welfare activities, however, must be provided by voluntary agencies. Islam 
can do nothing about these needs. Communism does not want to relieve 
them. Only Christian agencies remain. 

A mere fraction of the boys and girls among the 850,000 Arab refugees in 
Palestine receive any education whatsoever. T'he Jordan Valley Boys’ Camp 
provides vocational training that will enable these lads to support themselves. 

One share in this training camp represents a lifetime investment in 
human values. | | 


2. Medical Care Jerusalem to Jericho 


The caves along this ancient road where once the robbers hid, are now 
filled with refugees. Undernourished, sick, lonely and discouraged they 
wonder whether anyone in all the world really cares. 


One share of five dollars a month will provide a bed in the Victoria 
Hopsital on the Mount of Olives. An extra five dollars, supplemented by 
funds from U.N., will provide nursing care. 
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Greece 
l. Inter-Church Service Team 


Under the World Council of Churches a team of young people from 
six different countries is working in the villages along the Albanian border 
in northwestern Greece. This area had been laid waste by Communist 
‘bands from Albania and was deserted. Helped and encouraged by this 
World Council team of volunteer farm workers, refugee Greek farmers are 
now resettling the territory. Rev. Derl Troutman is our Evangelical and 
Reformed member of the team. 

A share in this project will help to meet the expenses of the team. No 
salaries are paid. 


Germany 
l. Kirchliche Hochschule, Berlin 


This theological school trained many students from the East Zone for the 
ministry and teaching of religion in the East Zone. The school, located in 
West Berlin, receives no public funds. It is supported entirely by contribu- 
tions from the churches including some support outside Germany. Con- 
tribtuions from the Evangelical and Reformed Church through the Com- 
mission on World Service have helped to maintain this school for theo- 
logical study unhampered by the restrictions of a hostile government. 


A share in this school will help train another young person for the 
Christian ministry. 


2. Louisenheim | 

A girls’ home in Frankfurt, sponsored by the churches of the city. The 
original building, destroyed during the war, was rebuilt with the aid of 
city funds and refurnished with assistance of our E. and R. World Service. 
There are two parts of the program. One provides a temporary home for 
teenage girls who come to the city with no place to live. The other spe- 
cializes in bringing the Church to delinquent girls, most of whom are 
refugees. These girls find here an atmosphere of Christian love and help- 
ulness. It is indeed an inn on the Jericho Road. 
A suggested project for a group of girls. 

One share of sixty dollars will provide care for another girl. 


3. The Tuberculosis Sanatorium at Gauting, Bavaria 

One thousand patients representing 20 nationalities are hospitalized at 
Gauting. This institution provides both occupational therapy and a re- 
habilitation program. Cultural needs of the several national groups chal- 
lenge the interest and support of the Church. The 277 Polish patients, the 
121 Latvian and the large numbers of other nationals need good books, 
magazines and records, each in his own tongue. 

Shares purchased in this sanatorium provide much needed cultural and 
spiritual services, and provide the services of a Deaconess. 


4. The House of Helping Hands 

This home, located in western Germany near the inter-zonal border, is 
largely staffed by the widows of East Prussian pastors. The property in- 
cludes a manor house, cottages, extensive barns and several hundred acres 
of farm land. The House provides a Christian home for boys and girls who 
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have escaped from the East Zone, and training in agriculture. A gift from 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church through the Commission on World 
Service helped to make possible the purchase of the property. 


A share in this project will provide care for another boy or girl. 


5. Catechists School 


In the Russian Sector of Berlin is one of the most wonderful schools in 
the world. Here men and women, young and old, from East Germany, 
come for training in religious education. An intensive six months course 
prepares them to return to the East Zone to act as catechists or teachers of 
religion in church and school. Their courage, zeal and joyous spirits are 
a shining light in a part of the world that is dark. 

Ten dollars a month will support a student in this school. 


Hong Kong 

l. Rennie’s Mill 

Twenty thousand refugees from behind the Bamboo Curtain are huddled 
together on the hills beyond Kowloon. Here the medical work, started by 
our China missionary Miss Mary Meyers, is being carried on by a staff of 
volunteer nurses. Like the Great Physician, our clinic ministers to the sick 
of body and soul. 

Five dollars a month will mean the difference between despair and hope 
for a refugee family at Rennie’s Mill. 


2. Children’s Clinic, Homantin Village 
A gift of $2,000 from our World Service funds a possible the estab- 
lishment of a clinic for children in the center of Homantin Village, a con- 
centration of tens of thousands of refugees from Red China. Here ill chil- 
dren and their mothers are given skilled and loving care. 
One share of five dollars per month will bring more joy to these little 
children than we could possibly imagine. 


3. Grampian Chapel 

A little white chapel stands above a thousand miserable shacks which 
shelter refugees from Red China. Many of the refugees are from Hunan, 
our own E. and R. mission area. The chapel serves not only as a place of 
worship but also as a school, a sewing center and general gathering place 
for the Christian refugees. Built and equipped by gifts sent through World 
Service funds, this chapel is one of the many places in Hong Kong where 
Missionary Sterling Whitener of our Board of International Missions, carries 
on his ministry of witness to Jesus Christ through loving service. 

Five dollars a month will help support the varied program of Christian 
work carried on in this chapel. 


* * * * 


Shares are sixty dollars each, payable monthly, quarterly or in one sum. 
Make checks payable to F. A. Keck, treasurer. 


REPORT OF THE THEOLOGICAL COMMITTEE 
February 16-18, 195] 


To The General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 
Greetings: 


The Theological Committee appointed by the General Council held its 
first meeting at St. Paul's Church, Chicago on Thursday, December 17; all 
members, with the excention of Dr. R. Huenemann, being present. After electing 
a chairman and secretary the committee gave consideration to the nature and 
scope of its work, and its relationship to the General Council. Both 
Dr. \lagner and Dr. Goebel were most helpful in providing background information 
and offering valued suggestions. The discussion which followed led to the 
adoption of three principles of procedure. 


1. The committee will deal with all matters referred to it by the 
General Council or the General Synod. 


2. Matters coming directly to the committee from Synods, Boards and 
Agencies of the Church will first be referred to the General Council for 
clearance and direction. 


3. The same procedure will be followed regarding matters which the 
committee on its own initiative might deem profitable or necessary for 
consideration. This is to say, the committee recognizes itself to be an 
"instrument!" of tlie General Council, from which it receives its authority and 
to which it is amenable. 


In all matters referred to the committee it will quite obviously 
attempt to speak in accordance with the doctrinal position ol the Lvangelical 
and Reformed Church as stated in the Constitution and By-Laws under Part I, 
Section 3, which lists the doctrinal standards of the church, and allows for 
"the liberty of conscience inherent in the gospel" in the interpretation of 
these standards where they ciffer. 


The committee gave consideration to the two items referred to it by 
the General Synod of 1953, namely, the status of ministers erased from the 
official roll of the Church, and the status of commissioned workers. Concerning 
the latter the question was raised whether this might not more properly come 
within the province of the Commission on the Church and the Ministry. However, 
the committee did go on record that all people contemplating full-time service 
in the Church should be encourageä to place themselves under the care of their 
respective Synods during their years of preparation. 


In considering the status of ministers erased from the roll of the 
Church the committee was mirdful of two considerations basic to the New 
Testament: the theological concept of the universal priesthood of all believers 
and the ecclesiastical practice of doing all things decently and in order. The 
statement adopted is to be regarded as tentative, the committee considering it 
to be in need of further study as to content and refinement as to form; 
nevertheless it will indicate the direction in which the committee is moving, 
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and even in its tentative form it may be helpful to synodical officers in 
dealing with ministers whose names have been erased from the roll of the Church. 


In the judgment of the committee the practice of the Church in this 
matter must be determined by what the Church considers to be the nature of 
ordination. Hence the first of the five statements deals specifically with the 
nature of ordination. With this as a background the committee submits its 
findings to the General Council for consideration and comment: 


l. Ordination is the rite by which the church sets apart for the 
sacred office of the Christian ministry one whom it recognizes as having been 
called of God, who exhibits the mental, moral and spiritual qualifications of 
his calling, and who has completed a satisfactory preparation for the exercise 
of the duties and responsibilities of the ministry. While this rite does not 
create in him a unique spiritual state, it does entrust him with the privileges 
and responsibilities of a spiritual office. 


2. Since the Church bestows the office of the ministry it is within 
the Church's power and right to withdraw such office for cause. By the same 
token, one who accepts the office of the ministry from the Church is obligated 
to surrender it when he fails to discharge the responsibilities thereof. 


3. It is the judgment of this committee that one whose name is erased 
from the roll of ministers should surrender the certificate of his ordination to 
the Church, and cease to exercise the privileges and responsibilities of a 
minister thereafter. 


4. It is further recommended that the order for ordination be revised 
to include a question whereby the candidate will assent to such surrender if and 
when the Church deems such action necessary. 


5. It is the judgment of this committee that a minister whose name is 
erased from the roll is no longer amenable to any judicatory of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church except in so far as he may be a layman holding membership in 
a local congregation to whose spiritual discipline he is subject. Hence, no 
ministerial act performed by him in any congregation of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church can be recognized as valid. 


Respectfully submitted, 


F. W. Schroeder, Chairman 
Robert V. Hoss, Secretary 


MINUTES OF GENERAL SYNOD'S COMMITTEE ON LITURGIS 


December 29, 1953 


General Synod's Committee on Liturgics met at Lancaster, Pa. on 
December 29, 1953, at 9:00 a.m. The following members were present: 
Dr. Alfred N. Sayres, Convener, Rev. Ernest F. Nolte, Rev. Paul E. 
Schmoyer, Dr. Louis H. Gunnemann, Mr. John T. Fesperman, Jr. and 
Rev. Friedrich Rest. Rev. J. Alfred Fryer was absent. 


Following the roll call and report on the absentee, the group 
was led in a devotional service by Friedrich Rest. 


A proposed working schedule was adopted in slightly modified form. 


Dr. Alfred Sayres was elected Chairman of the Committee and the 
undersigned, Secretary. 


The Secretary was asked to notify General Council through Dr. 
James Wagner of the vacancy on our committee, calling attention to the 
need of another pastor of a local church to serve on the committee. 


Communications from Rev. J. E. Yates, Rev. Howard S. Fox, Rev. 
Robert C. Stanger, Rev. Robert Fry, and Rev. F. D. Slifer were summa- 
rized or read, in full; the suggestions from the Worship Convocation on 
11-24-53 are to be considered more fully in subsequent action by the 
Committee as a whole or in sub-committee work later on. 


The first directive of General Synod is to prepare a Book of 
Stated Prayers (p. 342, ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS, . . . Tiffin, 1953.) 
The Committee feels it desirable to have the spring synods to pass 
resolutions, giving guidance as to the type of book needed or desired. 
Four options on types of books are to be submitted in the BLUE BOOKS 
for consideration by the various synods: 


1) A series of additional Collects to be incorporated into General 
Prayers for the various Sundays and seasons of the Church year. 


2) A series of complete General Prayers for the various Sundays and 
seasons of the Church year. 


3) A book of resources, including Opening Sentences or Calls to Wor- 
ship, Invocations, General Prayers, Offertory Sentences and Prayers 
for the Sundays and Services not provided for already in WORSHIP 
AIDS FOR 52 SERVICES by Friedrich Rest. 


4) A book of resources, including Invocations and General Prayers, for 
outstanding Sundays and seasons of the Church year. 


Guidance by synods on which of the four books described is most 
needed will help the Committee to prepare an acceptable book for the 
1956 General Synod. 


Bi. 


Mr. William Poelster is to be thanked for the 12 free copies of 
the BOOK OF WORSHIP, and to be notified that as far as introducing the 
R. S. V. translation into THE HYMNAL is concerned, it is not clear at 
present what recommendations will be made to the Sept. 1956 General 
Synod. 


It was decided in the Committee that more attempts should be made 
to educate ministers and ministerial students on the use of the liturgy, 
possibly through mimeographed reproductions or digests of the HANDBOOK 
TO THE BOOK OF WORSHIP in our seminaries. 


Specific assignments for work between meetings were made, each 
person at the next meeting of the Committee to point out weaknesses 
and suggestions for replacements. Content as well as form is to be 
considered in each assignment. 


Schmeyer and Sayres are to work on punctuation and literary 
structure-redundancies, obsolete language, etc. in the BOOK OF WORSHIP. 
Schmeyer is to check into the forms of licensure and Sayres into the 
inauguration service for a teacher of theology. Schmeyer is to check 
into Introits, Collects, Epistles, and Schmeyer is also to check into 
the placement of items such as the Introits, the selection of Versi- 
cles, etc. in the Order of Worship, and Gospels for all services 
through Pentecost, and for World Wide Communion. 


Fesperman is to study whether the musical notes of the service 
should be printed in the BOOK OF WORSHIP, and whether "Sin" and "Sins" 
in the Gloria in Excelsis between THE HYMNAL and BOOK OF WORSHIP can 
be made uniform. 


Gunnemann is to check into the service of confirmation, marriage, 
installations, consecration, and suggest orders for the installation 
of the President of the Synod and President of the Church. 


Nolte is to check the services pertaining to the Sacraments and 
dedications (including house dedications), and whether a service for 
the consecration of Deaconesses is needed. 


Ihe new man to be appointed on the Committee will be asked to 
check into the Order for the Burial of the Dead (including committal 
services for cremation, and other aids for burial of suicides, still- 
born babies) and Order for the Visitation of the Sick. 


Rest is to make the most necessary recommendations on liberalizing 
the rubrics, and check into the History of the Passion, the General 
Prayers, and Treasury of Prayers, and work out a General Order for the 
Reception of New Members. He is also to check the Introits, Collects, 
Epistles and Gospels for the Trinity season and for The Festival of the 
Christian Home, 


An Index to the BOOK OF WORSHIP, possibly Acknowledgments, Table 
of Contents, etc. were left for full consideration at a later date, 
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Rev. E. Nolte was asked to contact Mr. Peelster and ask him to 
use only the authorized marriage services from the BOOK OF WORSHIP 
in reprinting certificates for married couples. 


The Chairman and Secretary were given the task of writing the 
report for the BLUE BOOK. 


It was decided to have the next meeting at Mission House, near 
Plymouth, Wisconsin, on Monday and Tuesday, August 30 and 31. 


Motions were made, seconded and carried to table items regarding 
the desirability of having a denominational minister of music, what 
to do about "Home-brewed marriage services," and dropping the word 
"again" in the Apostles'! Creed. 


Suggestion brought from the Worship Convocation such as the one 
of having the synod meetings incorporate an opening prayer in the 
worship instead of in the business sessions of local synods was dis- 
cussed. 


| It was noted that the title, "The Morning Service" in THE HYMNAL 
does not read like "The Order of Service" in the BOOK OF WORSHIP, and 
other discrepancies were noted but not itemized fully at this time. 


The meeting ended at 6:35 p.m., December 29. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Friedrich Rest, Secretary 


REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 


Carl E. Schneider, Chairman, Eden Theological Seminary, Webster Groves, Mo 
Josias Friedli, Vice-Chairman, 2938 N. North St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Paul N. Crusius, Secretary, Elmhurst College, Elmhurst, Ill. 

David Dunn, The Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa. 

Theophil W. Menzel, R.I.,Manchester, Mich. 

William Toth, Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, Pa. 

George W. Richards, 441 College Ave., Lancaster, Pa. Advisory Member 


1. 


2. 


Anniversary History of the Church 


In 1951 the General Council entrusted to the Historical Commission 
the preparation of a comprehensive, full-length history of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church to be published in connection with the observance of 
the twentieth anniversary of the Church in 1954. Plans for this volume 
were interrupted by the resignations of three members of the Commission: 
Dr, Don Yoder (replaced by Dr. William Toth); Rev. H. S. von Rague 
(replaced by Rev. Theophil W. Menzel); and the chairman, Dr. George W. 
Richards (replaced by Dr. David Dunn). Although Dr. Richards regretted 
not being able to participate actively in the further work of the Commit- 
tee, he agreed to serve as an advisory member. 


In view of the delay caused by these resignations, it became apparent 
that the preparation of this history by 1954 would be impossible without 
sacrificing essential qualities of style and scholarship. This situation 
was reported to President Wagner and it was agreed, the Administrative 
Committee concurring, to proceed with the preparation of the manuscript 
looking toward publication in connection with the 25th anniversary celebra- 
tion of the Church. 


The Committee would like to be assured that it is not responsible for 
the technical details of printing and publication. With whom shall the 
Committee confer if and when questions of cost should arise (e.g. inclus- 
ion of illustrations, charts, etc.) ? 


Historical Society 


The Historical Society of the Reformed Church in the U. S., organized 
in 1863, has rendered valuable service in assembling and preserving 
materials pertaining to the history of the Reformed Church. These are 
housed in the Fackenthal Library at Franklin and Marshall College. Operat- 
ing as a free association of interested folk with no constitutional con- 
nection with the Church, this splendid enterprise was supported by gifts 
from private donors, membership dues and appropriations from General Synod 
and local synods. In 1950 the name of the Society was changed to "The 
Historical Society of the Evangelical and Reformed Church”. This change of 
name presumes a denomination-wide function of the Society. 


In 1952 the Society made the following proposals to the Historical 
Commission: 


a. The expansion of the Society in scope and membership to 
include the western section of our Church, 


Y 


b. Implementing our common interests through a historical 
publication that would help tie together our various regions 
in the bonds of a common purpose and enterprise. 


The Commission, in principle, expressed itself favorably toward 
these proposals which, however, may need to be appraised by the General 
Council with repsect to the formal relation of the Society to the 
General Synod and the General Council. In this set-up where does the 
present Historical Committee fit in? The Committee does not feel 
competent to deal with these questions. (See Acts and Proceedings, 1953: 
ds #1.) 


However, in view of the anniversary celebration, and in consultation 
with Dr. Stanger of the Anniversary Committee, it was moved, "that the 
Historical Committee direct a letter to the General Council asking that ° 
the existing Historical Society be expanded to include the western sec- 
tion of the Church and that the 20th anniversary of the merger be made 
the occasion for intensive effort to promote membership in the expanded 
Society". 


Twentieth Anniversary of the Church 


It is urged that the anniversary celebration be utilized to cultivate 
a deeper interest in the history of our Church by the inclusion of histor- 
ical papers and lectures in programs of synods, etc., which may also deal 
with the study of local origins. The preservation of the historical 
records of churches, institutions, etc., should be emphasized. Atten- 
tion should also be given to the marking of significant historical monu- 
ments and sites. 


To this end it is suggested that the anniversary year may be the 
proper occasion for the respective synods to appoint synodical historians 
whose continued concern it would be to encourage these and similar pro- 
Jjects. 


Historical Chart 


The Committee proposes a revised edition of the colored chart of the 
"Origin of the Evangelical and Reformed Church" and moved that, subject 
to approval of the General Council, "the chairman be authorized to make 
arrangements with the publisher". 


History of the Evangelical Synod 


The Committee interprets the authorization of General Synod "to pro- 
ceed with the gathering of historical material with reference to the 
former Evangelical Synod from 1866-1934, and to put same in print" 
(Acts, p. 342), as envisioning a volume comparable to "The German Church 
on the American Frontier". The fulfillment of this proposal can only be 
conceived as a long-term project subject to whatever time may be avail- 
able for any prospective author. 


6. 


T- 


Budget 


The proposed $1,800 per year allocated to the Historical Committee 
for the next triennium (Acts, p. 417) will be divided equally between 
the Historical Society at Lancaster and the Historical Archives at Eden 
Seminary for the maintenance of the historical depositories. General 
expenses will need to be defrayed from other sources. 


Changed Status 


The Committee assumes that the change in name from Commission to 
Committee, and the inclusion of the Historical Committee in the By-Laws 
of the Church, which establishes it as a constitutionally recognized 
agency of the Church, does not affect its budgetary or functional status, 
and hopes in its new status to benefit more directly from the counsels 
of the General Council. (Acts, p. 396) 


Respectfully submitted, 


Carl E. Schneider 
Chairman 


February 1, 1954 


CHURCH BUILDING FUND 
OF THE 


BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


RECEIPTS AND DTSBURSEHENTS 
For the year ending January 31, 


GR Slanse at Pobruary 1; 2993... 2 - Ws. 


Recteipts 
Repayments on loans to churches 
Interest received 
Rent received 
Legacies received 
Gifts received 


Disbursements 
Interest paid on Registered Note 
Interest paid on Annuities 
Interest paid on coupon bonds 
Interest paid on note to B. N. 4. 
Legal Expense 
33% Coupon Bonds redeemed 
Real Estate expenses - San Francisco, Calif, 
Auditing Expense 

Cash Balance at Jamuary 31, 195l 


1951; 


$ 13,231419 
74.77 
100,00 
32,2] 
55.96 


& 1,80 „00 
1,556,25 

2 ‚216. 92 

L 800.00 

” 600.00 
12,000.00 
121.50 


150.00 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES at January 31, 1951 


Assets 
Cash on deposit 
Loans to churches 
Real Estate Owned 


Department of Northwest loans 
Total Assets 


Liabilities 
Note Payable to Board of National Missions 
Accounts Payable 
Registered Note outstanding 
Coupon Bonds, due Sept. 1, 1916 (5% ) 

due May 1, 1956 (33% 

Schwendener Trust Fund 
Annuity Bonds 


Capital, Dept. of Northwest 
Net Worth 
Total Liabilities and Net Worth 


& 6,670.58 
311, 746.73 
61,998 .147 


5L10,115.78 
20,630.00 


$ 60,000.00 
26.21 
16,000,00 
200.00 

59 ,100.00 

\ Me 
0,992 .03 
5177,269 .Olı 
20, 630 00 
233,116.74 


$ 12,131.09 


13,194,16 


325,028.25 


19,257.67 
5 6,670.58 


8431,015.78 


8131,045.78 


PROMOTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE PITTSBURGH SINOD 
of the 
Full-time President and the Department of United Promotion 


A. President to 
l. Direct, supervise and promote the work of the Church within the synod, 

2. Make annual report of his work to the General Council. 

3, Provide with the Synodical Council for the holding of fall meetings with- 
in the synod for presentation of the program of the Church 

ı. Cooperate with the Department of United Promotion in presenting the 
causes of the Church and the raising of benevolent monies for General 
Synod's Apportionment and World Service, 

a. Visit pastors and consistories of congregations for conference 
and assistance where benevolent apportionments and quotas are not 
being met regularly. 

b. Speak to congregations as opportunity is afforded. 

c. Give helpful suggestions to pastors and consistories for present- 
ing and raising annual budgets, including General Synod!s Appor- 
tionments and World Service quotas, 

d. Suggest to the Department of United Promotion where its services 
are needed by pastors, consistories and Committee on United Pro- 
motion in meeting the responsibilities to the Church in the 
raising of benevolent monies., 


B. Department of United Promotion to 
1, Prepare and distribute literature on program and needs of the Church. 
2. Prepare and make available audio-visual aids. 
3, Prepare and distribute kingdom roll call materials, 
ı. Prepare suggested program for fall meetings of synod and assist in get- 
ting the necessary personnel to carry out the program. 
II. In Relation to the Synoc; 
A. President to 
1. Promote the various causes of synod. (Pbg Minutes, 1952, p. 19, Item 2) 
2, Meet with boards, committees and area ministerial associations of synod 
for ascertaining information, offering suggestions and preparing way for 
intelligent cooperation. (Ibid, Item 3) 
3. Speak at meetings of synod and of various groups within the synod. 
h. Edit the PITTSBURGH SYNOD NEWS as a promotional agency. 
B. Department of United Promotion--iembers of staff to 
1. Counsel with president and Committee on United Promotion of synod and 
undertake to give assistance to them in rendering their work more ef- 
fective in relation to kingdom roll call and kingdon services, 
2, Present the program of the Church at meetings of synod and of various 
groups, such as synodical and regional women's guilds and district 
brotherhoods, as opportunity is afforded, 


III. In Relation to Pastors, Consistories and Congregations; 
A. President to 

1, Be pastors' pastor. (Ibid, item 5) 

2. Assist pastors and consistories of congregations in flormulating and car- 
rying out effective program of evangelism, Christian education, denomi- 
national emphases, pastoral ministries and administrative duties, 

3. Promote wholesome and helpful relations be ween pastors and congrega- 
tions through conferences with pastors, committees on church and min- 
istry, and consistories, 

B. Department of United Promotion--jiembers of staif to 

1. Give assistance to pastors and consistories by explaining and giving in- 
struction in the advantages, methods and techniques of conducting suc- 
cessful kingdom roll call, including local church and area conferences. 

2. Conference with pastors and consistories on progran of Church, kingaom 
roll call, and raising of benevolent apportionments and world service 
quotas where advised by the president of synod or invited by them to do 
so. Ry the same procedure congregations may be addressed also, 


